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“…And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk hum-
bly with your God.” – Micah 6:8 (NIV) 
 
As I am writing this, I have been thinking about what is the role of the church in the midst of 
controversies, and especially now as we experience a pandemic.  To be honest, I am in dis-
may at how some folks have responded to the current issues we are facing.  Our nation is be-
ing polarized and divided.  Sadly, we are allowing the same in the church.  What is the role of the church?  
How do we respond to these controversies and be the church that God wants us to be?   
 
We must continue to seek ways to share God’s love.  When we are blessed it is because we allow the Holy 
Spirit to use us and even mold us, and we open our arms to embrace brothers and sisters despite our differ-
ences. 
 
When I read Micah 6:8, I am reminded what we ought to pursue one another as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
First, we act justly.  It means making sure that all God’s children inherit their fair share of God’s good gifts.  It 
means that we walk along their side when they are taken away.  Jesus walked along side with those who 
were in need, he walked along side with the outcast; he walked along side with the Samaritan, the leper, the 
persecuted, the vulnerable, the one who looked different.  Being a disciple of Jesus is to do the same.  We 
act justly. 
 
Second, we love mercy.  The word mercy in Hebrew does not denote a mere activity, but rather an attitude.  I 
am in dismay when folks make the wearing of a mask a political one, even a selfish one, when in reality it is a 
matter of public health and caring for one another.  Love and mercy are two words that denote a Christian 
relationship.  It has the connotation of “getting inside someone’s skin.”  Just as we might say “look at it 
through my eyes,” or “put yourself in my shoes,” the feeling is one of a changed perspective.  As Christians 
we love mercy. 

 
Third, we walk humbly with our God.  This is to me, the most important of the three, 
because in order to walk with our God, first we must act justly, and then we must 
love mercy.  We do not need to be religious or spiritual to act justly or to love mercy.  
That is why walking with our God is the most important.  That is why Micah says 
there is one more thing needed; a humble walk with God.  What a privilege it is to 
walk humbly with our God as children of God. 
 
It is the daily walk with God, in the means of grace such as prayer, Scripture read-
ing, worship, good deeds, fasting that develops a deeper relationship with God.  

Taking a walk with a loved one deepens that relationship.  Walking humbly with God is spending the time 
walking, living life with God in ways that would work out in every aspect of life.  Caring for our brothers and 
sisters, instead of defying rules that are meant to protect one another definitely shows the love that God has 
placed on us, for us, and within us.  It implies sensitivity to the things of God allowing our heart to be broken 
by the things that break the heart of God.  It is a deep desire to see the world through the eyes of God, to act 
in the world as God would act in the form of Jesus and with the constant communion of the Holy Spirit. 
 
So I exhort you today, my brethren to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God. 
 
                                                                                      In God’s Service, Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez District Superintendent                                                                                                                                 

 

Visit Harrisonburg District on Facebook: Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 Harrisonburg District webpage:  www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  
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                Not Like Me 
“Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, 
a blind man, Bartimaeus…was sitting at the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began 
to shout, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet. But he shouted all the 
more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him.’” (Mark 10: 46-49a) 
 
He stood outside his Chattanooga motel room, #108, a tall large white man, wearing the graying beard of a 50 some-
thing, chain smoking while using a 7-Up can as an ash tray. He watched me closely as I loaded the car from our room, 
#110, for our continued trip home to Rockingham County from a short vacation to my family home in lower Alabama. He 
was barely dressed, barefoot and wearing only flannel pajama bottoms miraculously held up by offsetting the elastic ten-
sion between the top of his buttocks and a well-developed pot belly. After an initial exchange of “good morning”, he 
stood in place for 30 minutes, quietly watching me load the car, while smoking cigarette after cigarette. Despite my un-
easiness at being “supervised”, I wondered about his story, but pulled back from conversation or eye contact for I was a 
bit intimidated, and, well, he wasn’t like me.   
 
Car loaded and with wife and pug dog inserted, we left to continue our journey home. Along the way I was bothered; why 
had I reacted so coldly, with such aversion to this child of God?  Was his smoking a turn off? Of course…being a former 
smoker I judged him immediately as not very intelligent….an addict. Was his dress, or lack thereof, offensive? Yes, yes, 
yes….”get back in your room, get dressed,” I thought….no one should have to see this!!! He was certainly not like me. 
 
On our 7-hour trip to our home, I prayed and asked for clear understanding of this burning sense of guilt I had in my 
heart for my ready condemnation of this brother.  How would Jesus have reacted, the apostles, the pope, or my Bishop 
Lewis,…or probably most of you?  He didn’t ask for anything, nor did I inquire of his needs.  I chose to look away for 30-
minutes rather than engage, to stare at the ground rather than share a smile with a stranger. I ’ll never know his story, a 
lost opportunity to grow and learn. Did I really cast off this chance encounter because he wasn’t like me? 
 
This morning I find myself gaining a new understanding of the rich ruler (Luke 18: 18-27) who came to Jesus to ask, 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Assuring Jesus that he had done all that was asked, he followed all the com-
mandments, he was a generous benefactor, Jesus then added one more condition, “Sell everything you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come follow me.”  The Bible tells us the rich ruler “was very sad” 
and walked away unable or unwilling to give it all to the cause, the ministry, to follow Jesus, for he had much. I also be-
lieve he had position and privilege that his wealth provided. Without his wealth he would be just like everyone else, the 
rest of Jesus’ followers, no more than the rabble that followed Jesus now…these fisherman and tax collectors were not 
at all like him, nor like me.   
 
In this time of diversity and division at every level of our society, government, and church, we are separated from each 
other because we are not alike. There was a day when we called this diversity a strength of our “American Exceptional-
ism”. But, alas, today these differences are anchored in a demand to conform to tribal rules that slow our progress and 
inhibit our development as a free people and true followers of Jesus, the Christ. I started this article with the prelude to 
the wonderful story of Bartimaeus. The beggar didn’t care if he was different, not like the people around him, he was go-
ing to get attention from this Jesus shouting, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus heard him over the admonish-
ment of the crowd, “Call him to me”, he said, “this voice that cries out for my attention.”  The ministry of Jesus accepts 
everyone, regardless of nationality, race, gender, political/religious views, or societal status. He accepted Roman Centu-
rions, Pharisees, Samaritans, and even the unclean. I truly believe Jesus celebrated that his followers and enemies were 
not like him. Would he celebrate me? 
 
I ask you, my brothers and sisters, is it not time for all who profess to be believers in the Wisdom of the Words and the 
Ways of Jesus of Nazareth to step forward from the shadows of condemnation and derision to embrace all of God ’s chil-
dren? To be no more a cautious, timid follower, who wanders in and out of sin, but like Jesus, who takes the time to look 
all in the eye, straight into their being, to understand their stories, to embrace their very souls, to find a worthy compan-
ion, a child of God,….just like me?  
 
Father God, Mother of all creation,  
grant us courage to look life in the eye  
that we may see worthy in all your children  
and blessed be your disciples.  
reach deep into the plan and purpose of our ministry,  
together to heal and bind your people in unity to better serve you.  
may thoughts and dreams of this peace and fellowship in Christ  
be rule to our fate and fortune.  So Be It.                                                                                                                In CX, g      



The Virginia Conference has announced that offices at The United Methodist Center in Glen Allen, Virgin-
ia, will close at 1:00 p.m. each Friday through Labor Day.  The Harrisonburg District Office follows the 
conference policy on office closure. 

A challenge to Read the Bible in 2020 

                                       Bible Readings for September 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read 
the Bible in a year since 2017.  Each year has featured a different way of reading:  
2017 read the Bible straight through; 2018 read the Bible chronologically; 2019 read 
the Bible in a blended style, a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament 
each day.  For 2020, Bishop Lewis is challenging the entire conference to read the Bi-

ble all the way through with a thematic reading plan. The thematic plan is found on www.intentionalbygrace.com and 
Bishop Lewis has selected the following themes for 2020: 
 

  August 19 - September 8  (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Gentleness 
  September 9 - September 29 (21 - day plan)  Fruits of the Spirit:  Self-Control 
  September 30 - October 20 (21 - day plan)  Trust 
  October 21 - November 10 (21 - day plan)  Mercy 
  November 11 - December 1 (21 - day plan)  Bearing Fruit 
  December 2 - December 23 (21 - day plan)  Cares of the World 
  December 24 - January 13 (21 - day plan)  Rest 
 

There are 18 plans to cover this year.  Each is 21 days long.  Start at the beginning and work through the year (and a 
few days into January 2021).  In this new year, challenge yourself to study the Bible and strengthen your faith in the pro-
cess. 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

  * Start reading the Bible today. 
  *   Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
      Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
  *   Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
       and Greek text 
  *   Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
  * Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
   and understanding. 
  * Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.  Bible study 
   should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to 
   becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.     
 

[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 
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From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian  
September 2020 featured item: 

  
The Wesleyan Journey: A Workbook on Salvation by Maxie Dunnam, 2020. 

 
In The Wesleyan Journey: A Workbook on Salvation, Maxie Dunnam invites readers to spend time eve-
ry day exploring Wesley's understanding of salvation through prayer, study, and reflection. Based on 
John Wesley's theology and the Bible's teaching on what it means to be saved, this workbook asks us to 
consider anew God's ever-present grace, the experience of acceptance, pardon, and forgiveness, and 
the lifelong journey to become more Christ-like.  
 
Through eight weeks of prayer and self-reflection, Dunnam leads us through Wesley's understanding of 
salvation in the Bible, helping us see that full salvation is not a one-time experience of redemption but a 
lifelong process of becoming more like Jesus every day. 
 
The Wesleyan Journey: A Workbook on Salvation can be found in the Nurture / Spiritual Devel-
opment section of the District Library. We have the Book, and Pastor’s Guide.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing 
the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remem-
ber to return when finished so that others may borrow.  Thanks,  Sue 
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The Spring Lay Servant Training scheduled for September 26 at Grottoes UMC 
has been postponed until March 20, 2021 at Grottoes UMC, Grottoes, VA.  All the 
scheduled classes (Basic Course, UMC Polity and Spiritual Gifts) will be taught.  We are 
currently assessing the feasibility of providing at least one of the courses remotely – 
most likely by Zoom.  There are some significant issues to finalize, e.g., 1) would the 
class be a one day-long Zoom or could the material be presented in smaller modules?  
2) how much of the curriculum would have to be modified to accommodate remote 
presentation?  The current class registrations will be kept and we will reconfirm with 
every registrant their availability to attend.  Additionally, the books for each of the clas-

ses are already on-hand and will be distributed to each attendee in the first part of August so they can be read before the 
class is held.  Also, we will continue to accept class registrations up until the day of the classes.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Joe Amend at joe.amend3@gmail.com or by phone (301) 741-7633 or Debbie Creech at harrison-
burgdistrict@vaumc.org or by phone 540-433-2382. 
 
The Annual Harrisonburg District Lay Servant Appreciation Dinner scheduled for October 6, 2020 at Mt. 
Jackson UMC has been postponed indefinitely.  I will be back in touch with the rescheduling information when it 
is available.   
 
Spiritual Food For Thought –Psalm 133:1 says, “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in uni-
ty!“  Paul expands on the concept of unity in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.  From verse 26 (The Message), “If one part [of the 
body] hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing.  If one part [of the body] flourishes, every other  
part enters into the exuberance.”  Since we all are one in Jesus, so should we all be one with each other.  That’s what 
‘unity’ is all about. 
 

There are two implications on the biblical concept of ‘unity’.  First, along with unity comes accountability.  If we 
are interconnected, when we hurt ourselves, we hurt each other.  If you have never ever been hurt by something a family 
member or friend did to themselves, consider yourself blessed. 

 
Second, please don’t fall into the trap of believing unity is agreeing on everything we each are doing.  If we as-

sume our “take on a particular situation is the only correct one”, we might be seriously limiting ourselves in God’s plan for 
us.  To quote local sage and philosopher, Mike Earman, “Unity is not unanimity.”  Do you know what it would be if every-
one looked the same, talked the same and agreed on everything?  Boring!   

 
What are the results of unity?  The down-home definition of unity is, “Pullin’ on the same 

end of the rope”.  Christianity is a team sport. Very little is ever accomplished when Believers play 
tug of war with each other.  How many of y’all have ever been involved in an actual tug of war?  It is 
exhausting – and for evenly matched teams, very little is accomplished – other than the physical 
exhaustion of the competing teams!  The same is true with spiritual tugs of war …The entire Bible 
emphasizes teamwork.  Jesus traveled with a dozen of his closest friends.  He always sent his dis-
ciples out 2 X 2.  There is strength in numbers. 

 
John Wesley created Methodism in such a way that the heart and soul of the Methodist 

movement was, and still is, in small group accountability.  That’s why Christian fellowship is so important.  We should 
always stand close to each other.  In Ecclesiastes 4:12, “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  
A cord of three strands is not easily broken.”  Or as the Message translates it, “By yourself you are unprotected, with a 
friend you can face the worst.  Can you round up a third?” – or a fourth? - or a fifth?  Remember, Christianity is a team 
sport – and we all have a part to play. 

 
Just as our bodies are made of many different parts, so the body of Christ is made of many different parts – 

each with different gifts, shortcomings, strengths, and weaknesses.  But we are all chosen, holy, dearly beloved, and 
beautiful to behold, Children of God.  (See Colossians 3:12) I first heard this statement from retired Methodist Elder and 
good friend, Jim Wingert.  It’s way past time to believe that - and to live like we believe it! 
 
Walk humbly with God; walk gently with your neighbor; and be at peace with yourself. 

Joe Amend, Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

The Harrisonburg District extends its sympathies to the following on their loss: 
 
Debbie Harris, wife of Rev. Jim Harris, pastor at Weyers Cave UMC, on the loss of her 
step-father, Fred L. Almarode, August 17, 2020.  Fred resided at Bridgewater Retire-
ment Community and was a past member of the Rockingham Male Chorus and very 
active in Gideons International. 
 
Rev. Terry Hendricks, pastor of the Edinburg Charge, on the loss of her mother, Helen Ball, on Au-
gust 28, 2020.  Details have not been finalized yet. 
 
Sharon Harold, Harrisonburg District UMW President, on the loss of her mother-in-law, Reta Mae 
Harold, on August 29, 2020.  Mrs. Harold was a member of Dayton UMC. 

mailto:joe.amend3@gmail.com
mailto:harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org
mailto:harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org
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September 3 (Thursday) - District 

Charge Conference Orientation Session for 

Pastors - ZOOM  10:00 a.m.  

September 3 (Thursday) - District 

UMW Executive Committee Meeting -  ZOOM 7:00 p.m. 

September 4th - Annual Conference Orientation for Clergy 

and Laity will be available on https://vaumc.org/ac2020/ * 

September 8th (Tuesday) -Annual Conference Q & A 

September 9 (Wednesday) - District Committee on 

Ordained Ministry -  ZOOM 11:00 a.m. 

September 11 (Friday) -  Conference Provisional Elders 

Service of Commissioning  - LIVESTREAM at  

        www.vaumc.org/ClergyExcellence   11:00 a.m. 

September 14 (Monday) - Annual Conference Practice 

Session - 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Link will be emailed the day of or the day 

before the session. 

September 14 (Monday)  - UMW Mission Book Study -   

ZOOM  7:00 P.M.  (Other days are 09-21, 09-28 & 10-05)* 

September 18 (Friday) - Deadline for Kits for Conference to 

be received at Grottoes UMC* 

September 18 (Friday) - Annual Conference Practice Session 

- 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Link will be emailed the day of or the day before 

the session. 

September 19 (Saturday) - 2020 Annual Conference - 

VIRTUAL FORMAT* 

October 6 (Tuesday) - PiM Meeting -  “Pastors Dealing with 

Grief during COVID 19” at Mt. Horeb UMC or VIRTUAL 

FORMAT 9:30 a.m.  -  11:30 a.m.* 

October 8 (Thursday) - District UMW Annual Meeting  - 

ZOOM 7:00 p.m. 

October 24 (Saturday) - Conference UMW Annual Meeting   

VIRTUAL FORMAT* 
 

All events are subject to change. 

 * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

UMW NEWS:  
  

The UMW District Executive Committee will meet virtual-
ly on Thursday. September 3 at 7:00 p.m. An invitation to 
join the meeting will be sent to each of the team mem-
bers. All members plan to attend as we prepare for our 
annual meeting. 
 
The UMW District Annual Meeting will be held virtually 
Thursday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m. Information on join-
ing the meeting, an agenda, 2021-2022 slate of officers 
and 2021 budget will be emailed to all unit presidents. If 
you would like to join this meeting and are not a unit 
president or executive committee member, please con-
tact me to receive this information. 
 
Our 4-week mission study book session "Finding Peace 
in an Anxious World", will be held on Mondays at 7:00 
p.m. via ZOOM. The dates for the study are Septem-
ber 14th, September 21st, September 28th and Octo-
ber 5th.  They will be led by our district executive 
team. If you would like to join this study, please register 
with Sharon to obtain the ZOOM link and the mission 
study book.  
 
Sharon Harold 
Harrisonburg DUMW President 
540-879-2270  
or sharold714@aol.com                                                   

DRIVE IN WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ON 
THE HARRISONBURG DISTRICT 

These churches are offering drive in worship, or will           
            begin during the month of September 

            

 
A REMINDER THAT  
PASTORS NEED TO GET PRIOR APPROVAL FROM THE DS 
BEFORE CONVENING WITH EITHER DRIVE-IN OR IN PERSON 
WORSHIP.   

Harrisonburg District Partners In 
Ministry (PiM)  

                October 6, 2020    
           9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
      Mt. Horeb UMC  (Or ZOOM) 
 
Our kickoff 2020-2021 Partnership in Ministry (PIM) 
meeting is currently scheduled for October 6, 2020, from  
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Mt. Horeb UMC, in Hinton, 
Virginia (Fellowship begins at 9:00 a.m.—good chance to 
catch up!)  
 
The keynote speaker is Chaplain Robin Martin, Head of 
the Chaplain Department at SRMH. She will discuss the 
impact of the Corona Virus on her department, service 
availability, SRMH in general, and the lessons learned in 
handling grief during the pandemic. 
 
Should the restrictions of COVID-19 be lifted, we will 
meet as planned at Mt. Horeb UMC. In the event we con-
tinue to be mired in the grip of this pandemic, we will 
meet on ZOOM. That decision will be made as the meet-
ing date nears, but for now make sure the date for this 
important kickoff meeting is on your calendar: 
                  OCTOBER 6, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. 

Annex                                        
Bethany 
Blue Ridge Charge                   
Christ (Shenandoah 
Chg.) 
Clover Hill                                 
Columbia Furnace 
Crimora                                     
Elkton 
First (Timberville)                      
Grottoes 

John Wesley                              
Linville 
Linville (F~L~E Charge)              
Mount Jackson (Mt. Jackson Chg.) 
Mt. Horeb                                   
Mt. Olive (Mt. Olive ~Shiloh Chg.) 
Parnassus                                  
St. Peter’s (Massanutten Chg) 
Strasburg                                   
Toms Brook 
Union Forge                               
Vision of Hope 

) 
              IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

        (Additions from August Newsletter, or will begin                                      
                     during the month of September) 
 

St. John’s (Edinburg Charge) 
Wesley Chapel  (Edinburg Charge) 

https://vaumc.org/ac2020/
https://livestream.com/vaumc/ac2020
http://www.vaumc.org/ClergyExcellence
mailto:sharold714@aol.com
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                 MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
       Check out our new website prepared by Bev Earman:   
    http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

Mission Central Children’s Clothes Closet:  Thank 
you ALL for your prayers for Mission Central's Children's 
Clothes Closet. Everything went smoothly on August 
12th, Opening Day after COVID.  It was the first time 
families could shop for themselves.  We served 37 fami-
lies, gave clothing to 79 children and gave out 1625 dia-
pers. We can no longer have children in the building, but 
Mary Eaton and Sharon Harold made activity packets 
for the moms to take home to their children. The moth-
ers were very appreciative. We will continue to serve our 
communities following the guidelines for virus preven-
tion. A special thank you to our volunteers who are so 
vital to Mission Central.  
                     Artie Frederick, Coordinator, 540-208-7669 

 
ENJOY THE PICTURES FROM  

MISSION CENTRAL 
OPENING DAY  08-12-20 

                                      Pictures by Victor Gómez 

Mission Central Medical Equip-
ment for Caring Closet is open its 
regular hours Mondays 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. and Thursdays 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Our medical 
equipment loaner closet has not 
close any time during the COVID 
pandemic. We ask that all persons coming, wear a mask 
and maintain social distancing when with us.  
 
We accept donations of equipment and monetary assis-
tance and are able to loan medical equipment as we 
have it because of persons' generosity.   
 
Available are: hospital beds, wheel chairs, shower 
chairs, bedside commodes, hoyer lifts and walkers. Al-
so, durable equipment items as well as disposables 
such as adult diapers, pull-ups, ostomy and oxygen sup-
plies, wound care supplies with gauze, wraps, some 
specialty items as well as personal care items.  
 
Thank you to those who are helping with this mission 
either with your volunteer time or knowledge and dona-
tions!  
 
Check us out on Facebook or our website 
at: 
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com  or 
www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries 
  
If you have questions or would like to be a part of this 
mission, please call me. 
                                Delores Reid, Coordinator, 540-383-6112                                                   

Harrisonburg District Mission Central  
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road,  

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026,  

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

National Diaper Need  
Awareness Week  

September 21-27, 2020 
 
Mission Central is a member of the 
Virginia Diaper Bank Network.  They 
are actively working with other diaper 
banks in Virginia to end the diaper need in Virgin-
ia.  Their mission is to ensure all young children are 
provided the care and diapers they need. They are 
changing and providing many diapers to help so many 
babies! Please help them help children and their fami-
lies, as they bring hope, health and happiness to the 
smallest citizens, representing Virginia's finest and eve-
ryone’s future! Thank you for your support and for all 
that you do! 
 
Please consider giving diapers to Mission Central!  
All children’s sizes are welcome!   

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
http://www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries
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Annual Conference members must register for virtual session from September 2nd through 9th, 2020 
 

All Annual Conference clergy and lay members need to register from Sep-

tember 2 through September 9, 2020, to participate fully in the virtual Sep-

tember 19 session.  
The conference office appreciates the annual conference body meeting this deadline to streamline getting log-in and creden-

tialing information for all official Virginia Annual Conference members from the Annual Conference IT service management 

vendor, Options Technology. This specialized log-in and credentialed information will allow only official clergy and lay mem-

bers to access the virtual Bar of the Conference and will verify attendance.  

On September 2, all Annual Conference clergy and lay members will receive an email prompting them to register for the conference. In the email 

will be a link where members will enter their names and record their attendance for the September 19 virtual Annual Conference session.  

 

Active clergy are required to register with their vaumc.org email addresses.  

Lay members need to register with the email address they have on file with the conference  

office.  
This is a firm deadline and all members must register within this timeframe or risk not being able to fully participate in the virtual Annual Conference 

session.  

 Ways to prepare for Virtual Annual Conference Session 
With the virtual, one-day Annual Conference session scheduled for September 19, 2020, Annual Conference members may have questions prior to 

this event from logistical questions such as how to vote during the session to questions on reports being shared.  

 

There are three opportunities for members to engage in prior to the virtual session.  

 

1. Annual Conference Orientation 

This prerecorded video will be released to the district offices for district training events and be available for con-

ference-wide use at https://vaumc.org/ac2020/ on Friday, September 4.  

 
This video will have: a greeting from Bishop Lewis; instructions on how members and visitors to the session can access the event; an explanation 

of member participation and voting; an overview of the agenda; and reports from Pensions and the Council on Finance and Administration (CFA).   

 

 2. Live Annual Conference 2020 Q& A session 
Still have questions or concerns following the September 4 orientation? Join the Rev. Dr. Ted Smith, conference director of Connectional Minis-

tries, and Bryan Compton, conference IT manager, to answer any questions on Tuesday, September 8th, from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Ques-

tions may be submitted beforehand to ac2020@vaumc.org. Access the event at https://livestream.com/vaumc/ac2020.   

John Fuller, VUMPI executive director, and David Dommisse, conference treasurer, will also take part to answer any questions from their respec-

tive reports.  

 

3.  Practice Annual Conference sessions 

Bryan Compton, conference IT manager, will hold two practice sessions for Annual Conference on Monday, September 14 from 6:30 

p.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday, September 18 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Members are highly encouraged to take part in one or both of 

these sessions. Links to the practice sessions will be released to members’ emails either the day before or the day of the practice sessions by Op-

tions Technology, the Annual Conference IT service management vendor.  

Please log on early to join in. If you have technical issues during the practice sessions, please email helpAC2020@vaumc.org to get assistance so 

you are ready and able to participate during the September 19 session.  

On the conference website, view a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document to learn more about our Annual Conference 2020 session.  

http://vaumc.org
https://vaumc.org/ac2020/
mailto:ac2020@vaumc.org
https://livestream.com/vaumc/ac2020
mailto:helpAC2020@vaumc.org
https://vaumc.org/annual-conference-faqs/
https://vaumc.org/2020-annual-conference/


Congratulations to Stephen and Debbie Creech on the birth of their 4th grandchild,  
Granger Eli Creech, born August 18, 2020.  Parents are Timothy and Amanda Creech.  
Stephen is the pastor at Manor Memorial UMC in New Market. 
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Virginia Annual Conference 
 
See All the People 
Romans 15:7 in NRSV 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 
The 2020 Book of Reports now available for online viewing.  Printed copies have been mailed to clergy and 
lay members.  

 
Hold the “Control” button on your keyboard and Click on the “Click Here” button to download a copy of the 2020 Book of Reports (pdf) 
 
Hold the “Control” button on your keyboard and Click on the “Click Here” button to download this year’s Appointments (pdf) 
 

Annual Conference Mission Offering 2020 
The Annual Conference Mission Offering will be taken during one-day virtual Annual Conference on September 19, 2020. Bishop Lewis encour-
ages all local churches to participate in this second mile offering as an expression of support for designated conference priority mission projects 
and programs which she selects. The pastor or lay representative of every faith community should contribute to this offering. Of course, individual 
gifts are always welcome! Checks may be made payable to “Virginia Conference of the UMC” or “VAUMC” with Conference Offering in the memo 
line. 
 
The recipients of the 2020 offering represent a mixture of long term mission partnership commitments as well as new mission opportunities: 
50 Percent Food Ministries within the Virginia Conference – Funds for food ministries within the Virginia Conference will be disbursed by the 
Missional Ministries Board. 
50 Percent Partnerships of Hope – (Formerly Initiatives of Hope) Support for our conference long-term international mission partnerships with 
Mozambique, Cambodia and Brazil. 
Please be generous in your support of the Annual Conference Mission Offering as we continue to show our strong support for God’s mission here 
in Virginia and around the world. 
 
Kits for Conference—Update on Collection from the Harrisonburg District 
"Kits For Conference" is a great tradition of missional support in the Virginia Conference, and an important missional effort that helps to support 
many impoverished families, as well as disaster response preparedness. Kits can also be assembled in the safety of one's home during the pan-
demic, and still contribute to the blessing of others. 
 
This year, you are encouraged, instead of transporting them to Annual Conference, to take your kits for the Harrisonburg District to Grottoes 
UMC.  This will be our central collection point for the Harrisonburg District.  The collection deadline is September 18, 2020.  If you prefer to make 
a financial contribution to enable UMCOR to purchase relief kits, you can contribute $75 for each cleaning kit; $12 for each health kit; and $11 for 
each school kit.  Additionally, UMCOR asks for $1 per kit ($3 for cleaning buckets) to cover processing and shipping and $1 for toothpaste for 
each health kit.  Please do NOT bring checks to Grottoes UMC.  All checks (for processing and shipping, for toothpaste, and in lieu of providing 
kits) should be made payable to “Virginia Conference UMC,” earmarked for “kits” and mailed to Treasurer, Virginia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA, 23058 any time prior to Annual Conference. 
 
We will be collecting School Kits, Health Kits, and Cleaning Buckets 
you can go to: https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network 
for more information and supply and packing lists and instructions for relief kits. 
 
If you have questions, or need to arrange to get Kits to Grottoes UMC, please email me: brianposey@vaumc.org  or call me (540)236-2472 (Cell)  
(540) 2494239 (church office)                                                                     Rev, Brian Posey, Harrisonburg District Disaster Response Coordinator 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network
mailto:brianposey@vaumc.org
https://vaumc.org/2020-annual-conference/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KkNtS7GDUt0Urk8m42XdXyI4fmsPrUSe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KoJpPuEw4xfq44bVM7h2i-AwzSZPYzCF/view?usp=sharing


   
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5/6 

1  

  Victims &  
Survivors of  
Covid-19 

 Deployed  
Military  
Personnel & 
Families 

 Communities 
with Storm  
damage 

 Parents helping 
children with 
school 

 The Gift of Holy 
Communion 

WEEK notes            

             

  7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12/13 

2  

Teachers 
and Schools 

 Victims and  
survivors of  
human  
trafficking 

 Those waiting for 
Covid-19 test 
results 

 First  
Responders 

 Families  
needing food 
assistance 

 Churches  
worshipping in 
new ways 

WEEK notes            

             

  14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19/20 

3  

Those with  
excessive  
medical  
expenses 

 Conference 
Camps &  
Retreat  
Centers 

 Global Refugees  An end to  
racism and  
violence 

 Personal  
Discernment 

 Virginia Annual  
Conference 

WEEK notes            

             

  21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26/27 

4  

Chaplains  Doctors & 
Nurses 

 Small-business 
owners 

 Bishop &  
Cabinet 

 Farmworkers  Pastors being 
pulled in different  
directions 

WEEK notes            

             

  28 
 

29 
 

30 
   

 
 

 

5  

Elder Care  
Ministries 

 Hospitals  Those who teach 
Disciple, Bible 
Study in Prisons 
& Jails 

      

WEEK notes            

             

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN 

September 2020 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Prayer  
Calendar 
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Please add these requests to your daily 
prayer time throughout the month. 
 
 

The prayer calendar will continue through 
2020. 



The United Methodist Credit Union still offering assistance:  If your  church or 

UMC-affiliated organization wants to participate in the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Plan 
(PPP) but hasn’t applied yet or hasn’t found an institution will-
ing or able to assist you, please contact The United Methodist 
Credit Union (TUMCU).  If you have an urgent need, TUMCU 
can also help your church or organization with a low-interest 
bridge loan or line-of-credit while you await SBA funding.  
Please call Jomin Mujar at (804) 672-0200 for more details or 
visit their website www.tumcu.org                                          
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CAMPUS MINISTRY ASSOCATION NEEDS YOUR HELP 
As the Chair of the Campus Ministry Association your campus ministers and chaplains of UMC related schools 
need your help urgently.   
  
School is starting for the youth and young adults soon and the campus ministers have put out calls for names, email 
addresses and phone numbers of potential new students several times over clergynet and social media.  Of the 18 
schools and campus ministries in Virginia, thus far our CMA members have received a total of 25 names. 
  
As a church, you are urged to send the names of students along with their contact information (email and phone 
number).  Here is a link of all the campus ministers in the commonwealth for you to include in the email:  https://
vaumc.org/campus-ministers-and-chaplains/ 
  
As a Conference we celebrate our youth and young adults and urge churches to do this easy step to help us ensure 
that our UMC students find community and a spiritual home on campus that aligns with our UMC values.   
  
                                                                                                                            Drew Ensz, Chair CMA, 703-259-0211 

                 A DAILY PRAYER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION 
                         (The following prayer is offered by the Bishop’s "Call to Action" Work Group on Racial Justice  

and Reconciliation.  You are encouraged to pray the prayer daily.) 
 

                                                         O loving God, 
                                                                    We give you thanks for creating the world which is full of diversity 
                                                                     and for making one human family of all the peoples of the earth. 
                                                                   You reign over all the nations and are seated on your holy throne. 

                                                          You rule over all the peoples without partiality in respect to nations or races  
                                                             because righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne. 

                                                          Forgive us for the times when we put walls around us with  
                                                                      false pride and racial prejudice. 

                                                               Forgive us for the times when we were silent in the face of racism,  
                                                                private or institutional. 

                                                         Open our eyes to see Christ who is in people of every nation and every culture. 
                                                            Break down the walls that separate us. Set us free from fear, hatred, and racism. 

                                                          Bind us together with the unity of God’s love.  
                                                                  Restore oneness to the family of God. 

                                                           We pray in the name of Jesus who came, lived, and died for all humanity. 
                                                          Amen. 

Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 
Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 
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Share Stories of Racial Justice on Conference Website 
 

Bishop Sharma Lewis issued a call to action against systemic racism on 
May 29, 2020. Send your stories about racism to BrendaCapen@vaumc.org 
for posting. 

https://vaumc.org/campus-ministers-and-chaplains/
https://vaumc.org/campus-ministers-and-chaplains/
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCI3NyIsImRkZTkzMzk2ODFiNiIsZmFsc2Vd
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCI3NyIsImRkZTkzMzk2ODFiNiIsZmFsc2Vd
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCI4MSIsImRiMjQ5MDg5MjJjNCIsZmFsc2Vd

