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COKESBURY COLLEGE: H

THE FIRST METHODIST COLLEGE IN AMERICA.

January 26, 1794

Construction of COKESBURY
COLLEGE began in 1785 in

Abingdon, Maryland with §5,000 that
the Christmas Conference had s

aside. There was much emhuslasm
over the building of the

Methodist collegs, but it was Sz
with problems. Although Bishop
Asbury struggled to keep the college
financially strong and under the
controlof the Methodist, the board
of trustees voted—withou

oreeet ot e
incorporate, an action that transferred
control to the board. The following
year the college burned and was
moved to Baltimore, but burned again
on December 4, 179. After this fire,
Asbury and Coke made no further
effort to continue the college. Today
Cokesbury Memorial Chapel and
cemetery stand on the site of the first
college.

SUSANNA ANNESLEY WESLEY
was the twenty-fifth child of the
Reverend Samuel Annesley. At the
age of twenty she married Samuel
Wesley, a marriage that lasted
forty-six years. She was the mother of
nineteen children, ten of whom
survived infancy.

1669
1738

GEORGE WHITEFIELD,
responding to John Wesley’s call for
missionaries in America, set sail for
Georgia to preach the gospel.
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February 27,
1893

B. T. ROBERTS died on the day he was to hold
a quarterly meeting of the church he organized
Known for his remarkable administrative skills,
Bishop Roberts was a missionary at heart and a
friend of the underprivileged. His writings were
models of direct speech, and he was said to put

February 3,
1830

Near Boydton, Va,
RANDOLPH-MACON
COLLEGE began its history
as a liberal arts college for
men. Today it is a
coeducational institution

located in Ashland, Va. )" more in his twenty-minute sermons than most
John Early, one of its could express in an hour. Like Wesley, he stressed
founders, was a bishop in the expression of Christian
the MECS. service.

1760

NATHAN BANGS, book agent of the NEW YORK BOOK

'CONCERN, wrote after the fire: “Indeed, a leaf of a Bible GEORGE WHITEFIELD, on the
was found about three miles from the place, on which the day he preached his first open-air
following verse was but just legible:—'Our holy and our sermon, recorded in his journal, “T
beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned believe 1 never was more acceptable
up with fire; and all our pleasant things are laid waste,’ Isa. to my Master than when I was
1..." standing to teach those hearers in the

open fields.”
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JOHN WESLEY died at age 88 in
London. Surrounded by friends and
family and in a very weakened
condition, he tried to sing Isaac
Watts’ hymn, “I'll praise my Maker
while I've breath,” but the effort was
too great. In his last triumphant
reath he cred, “The best of all i
God is with u:

i R o s
preaching. He preached his last
open-air sermon under a tree in
Winchelsea, England. Although he
was quite ill, it was fitting that the
topic of his last sermon was “Seek ye
the Lord while He may be found, call
ye upon Him while He is near.” John

Wesley is buried at City Road Chapel,

London, and a monument to the
Wesley brothers stands in
Westminster Abby.

1816

FRANCIS ASBURY, too
weak to walk or stan
preached his last sermon
seated on a table and
supported by pillows in
Richmond, Virginia. He died
several days atr at the home
of a friend

1835

WILLIAM McKENDREE,

the first native-born American

Methodist bishop, died in

Sumner County, Tennessee,
farch 5, and is buried on the

campus of Vanderbilt

University in Nashville,
‘ennessee.

1788

CHARLES WESLEY was called a
“Methodist” several years before his

conversion in 1738. While he was a
student at Oxford, he and two of his
friends met regularly and became
known as “The Holy Club” or a
“new set of Methodists.”” Methodist, a
term from the early history of
medicine that appled to a disincive
school of medical opinion, was
nickname that Charles Wesley sladly
accepted since it implied “the
S e A
which he and his friends followed.”
The original group grew to fourteen
under the leadership of John Wesley.
Besides being a partner with his
brother in the Methodist revival,
Charles was a prolific hymn writer.
During his lifetime, he wrote between
6,500 and 7,000 hymns.
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When George Whitefield left
England for America, he urged his
friend JOHN WESLEY to take over
his work of field preaching. Wesley
reluctanily agreed and preached his
irst outdoor sermon to a crowd of

three thousand. Thus began his B
worl

739
1785

The newly organized METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH held its first
conference at the home of the
Reverend Green Hill with Bishops
Coke and Asbury present.

Built in 1764 on Sam’s
Creek in Frederick County,
Maryland, the
STRAWBRIDGE LOG
MEETINGHOUSE was the
first Methodist church in
America. In 1780 the log
house was replaced by a stone
chapel

ROBERT STRAWBRIDGE

RICHARD ALLEN, ordained elder
in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
brought together sixteen black
churches at a conference in
Philadelphia in 1816. Under his
leadership the African Methodist
Episcopal Church was founded, and
he was elected its first bishop. He
guided the growth of the church until
his death fifteen years later.

1816

April 23, 1968
The union of the EVANGELICAL
UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH and

‘THE METHODIST CHURCH was
completed at ceremonies in Dallas
with a symbolic hand clasp of Bishop
Rueben Mueller (EUBC), left, and
Bishop Lloyd Wicke (MC).



Methodism's 200th Anniversary

Ediris Resesron Reports

ESLEY A LOVAL Balihmar.
the n. And thou

: ilusioned nglicn clegyman,

WASHINGTON — Methodism has
been called “the most American of
ihemerien churces T s e
first. Chrisian denomination (o be
organized in this country, 30 event
thal_occurred 20 years 3g0 in
Biltimore.

The largest branch of presentday
Methodism, the rited Methudist

3 11 e saging 3

ery oue Jers. il o sended
by 100 voig delegates, sy and
clerit

s
b

Revolutinary War, and circuC miml

lders and s tem o
The new superintendent, Thomss
Coke, enlsted the help of Francis
Asbury, who urged 60 felow circult
Fders o mesd a Lovely Lane Chapel
{n Baltimore and hear Wesley’s plan
it founding " the

s ey
unanlmwxlyel«lzﬂ Axnury bistop
ing house no longer ex-

s, ot he church Louhe, S
years later iis membership had nar-
Iy quadrapled, o 57631, By 1820 the

ethodits had overtaken the Bap-

or dissenters, Presbyterians or In-
ependents...One conditon, and coly
one,is required — & real desire to
Save thesaul.”

ethodist Episcopal Church

gave birt to ather denomination.
¢ eriook of Amerian and
Canadian Churches” lists

St Senmminatons . the
United Sates today.

This splinerngsated s ary a5
1787 among black Methodists,
felt_unwelcome, and sccelerated

akaway groups reuniied with
the Methodit Episcopal Chureh tc
i s Smply mamed th

hurch. Then in 1568

the
ethais and Evangelcs Uniec
Brethren Churches joined t form th
United Methodst Che

7S 54 MILLION. members e
Ameries — i20,

desominatin.
WESLI

ing to. Methodism's “most
Anentan skt

a8 sppeslingy diverse, e wroe:
“Methodists oot impose norder o
their admission any opinion
whatever. Let them be churchmen

Protestants today only by Southert
Bapis Theylncude JOW blacks
and nearly from othel

homosexul lergyman n 1561



1784 AMERICAN

MAY METHODISM 1984

ACUFF'S CHAPEL, located near
Blountville, was erected in 1786 as the
first Methodist meetinghouse in
Tennessee. Its first congregation was
composed mostly of immigrants from
Virginia and today is a national
Methodist historic shrine.

1786
1808

On May 18 Francis Asbury set apart
(consecrated) WILLIAM
MCKENDREE as bishop.

Tincwallmens,
AR

JOHN WESLEY'S

ALDERSGATE EXPERIENCE

After leaving his missionary work in America, John Wesley
felt deep spiritual dejection upon his return to England. It
was only at the urging of Peter Bohler that Wesley continued
to preach. Bohler's advice was to “preach faith until you
have it, then because you have it you will preach it.”
Following this advice, Wesley’s ministry was once again
successful and on May 24, 1738, he recorded in his journal
perhaps his most famous words:
In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in
Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface
to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine,
while he was describing the change which God works in
the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely
warmed. I felt that I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for
salvation, and an assurance was given me, that he had
taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the
law of sin and death.

1738

GEORGE WHITEFIELD, close
friend of John and Charles Wesley,
made the first of seven trips to
America to continue the work started
there by the Wesleys. While in

eorgia, he made plans for an
orphanage that was built later with
funds he collected in England.
Whitefield became most famous for
his passionate and dramatic open-air
sermons.

1814 _ g~

THOMAS
OKE
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RICHARD ALLEN became the first
black American to receive ordination
in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

1794
117/ AR hia i

JOHN WESLEY held the first
service in the new meetinghouse, Fort
Frederica, St. Simon's Island, Georgia.

June 25, 1744

By the 1740's the Methodist
movement in England had grown to
the point that some form of structure
was needed. It was at this time that
the conference, the central element in
the Methodist organization, appeared.
THE FIRST CONFERENCE was held
at the Foundery in London, June
25-30, with the Wesley bmkhem, four
lay preachers, and four clery

the Church of England pmsene

17904 ]

117,89

FRANCIS ASBURY and THOMAS
COKE visited President Washington
soon after his inauguration, and
presented him with a congratulator
message on behalf of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

Begun in 1765 by the Mcthodist
Society in Leesburg, Virginia, the
OLD STONE CHURCH mas the fcs
Methodist church property in
America. In 1900 i sold for $416.05,
and two years later was torn down.
Today a historical marker stands on
the site.
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Methodism Founder’s 300th Birthday Marked
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AR 0 e vermmey o s e e
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1843

CHIEF GREY EYES, a Wyandot
Indian, said of the Methodist
missionaries, “The pmvldence of God
is wonderful in providin
[missionaries] by whom we could
understand the good word when it
came among us. We thank God for
what he has done.”

July 17, 1980

MARJORIE S. MATTHEWS

July 10, 1875

MARY McLEOD BETHUNE was a founder of 4
Bethune-Cookman College, an accredited Methodist college
in Daytona Beach, Florida. Her motto for the college was,
“Enter to learn; depart to serve.”

1742

SUSANNA WESLEY died in
London with all her family at her
bedside. Just before she lapsed into
unconsciousness, she said, “Children,
as soon as I am released sing a Psalm
of praise to God.” She is remembered
for the determination with which she
educated her children. Six hours of
instruction a day began and ended
with the singing of Psalms. So great
was she that Adam Clarke said he
had “never seen, heard, or read of |
her equal.”

1757

WILLIAM McKENDREE, a man
with little formal education, was
asked to preach to the 1808 General
Conference. Appearing awkward and
embarrassed when he took the pulpit,
he faltered through part of his
sermon. Suddenly “it was no longer a
rude backwoodsman, an awkward,
bashful rustic who stood before them
but the mighty, eloguent; convincing
prescher. Asbury was heard

t sermon will make
him a blshop'“ And it did; at the
same General Conference McKendree
was elcted by the largest maloriy of
any candidate since Asbury.
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Six years after their arrival in
America, PHILIP EMBURY and his
cousin BARBARA HECK organized in
New York Ciy the Methodist Society,
which later became the
STREET CHURCH.

August 20,
1745

FRANCIS ASBURY was
born in Handsworth,
England.

rst

agent or superintendent. Dickins had
saved £125 (about $600), and he
offered this to the conference to start
the business. He served as
agent until his death in 1798, and
throughout his career published
114,000 copies of books and
pamphlets.

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH

FREEBORN GARRETTSON was an
itinerant preacher and leader of early
American Methodism. During the
Revolution, he refused to bear arms
as required by Maryland law on the
grounds that it was “contrary to his
‘mind and grievous to his conscience
to participate in war.” Garrettson’s
decision resulted in his imprisonment

slavery, Garrettson freed his slaves
when he entered the ministry.
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District Methodists
To Mark 200th Year
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1. 70 For A Thousand Tongues To Sing" 3. Cone, Almighty, to deliver,
Lt s all thy 117 receive
1.0 for 2 thousand tongues to sing uddenty retur nd nevr,
Ky great Redecner's praise,
The'glories of Ry s and King, Thee ve woutd e -\hﬁys mmng,
The triumphs of his grace! Serve thee as thy hos:
fray and pratsn thee mmnu( tansing,
2.ty aracious aster and my God, n thy perfec
15 Sorend tobrant :n- carth abroad 4. Finish, then, thy new creation;
The honors of thy n Pre and spotless Tt us be.
t us see thy graat salvation
3 desusl the name that charms aur fears,  Porfectly restored T thee:

Tnat bids our sorrows ceas
T msic in the simer” I ms,
*Tis Tife and health a

& tle bresk the pover of canceled sin,
He sets the priso
His blood can make.the foulest clean
His Blcod avatled for m.
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How 11fe the dead rec
The nournful broken huns rejoice;
The husble poor, beliey
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e2p, ye lane,
283 "Love Divine, A1l Loves Excelling"

1- Love divine, a1 Toves excelltng,
Joy of h arth cone

Enter e

every tremling heart.

2. Breathe, 0 breathe thy lovig spirit

imning;

g
Taith 5 113 beginning,
Set our hearts at 1iberty.

Lost in wonder, Tove, and praiso.

193 "Jesus, United by Thy Grace”

- gess, united by thy grace
d each to each endeared,

i contidence e seck thy fuce,

An r prayer 1
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ach other's cruss to bear]
eoch i3 Seiendly aid atford,

i el NS brother’s care:

3. Up unto_thee, our Tiving Head,
Lot us in a1l things grow,
§1Ehou hast mads us i indeed
And spotless here below.

4. Touched by the lotestone of thy love,

And ever move tor
5. To thee, nseparately joined,
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e Toring wind
That was in thee rece

6. Tnis 15 the bound of perfectness,
spotless
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The mind " that was in thee. Anen.

The hyms betag used  aur service triaht ware a1 writtan by Charles Mesey,
brother of John Wesley end authoe of more than 5,000 h
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