
 

                                         “For whoever wants to save their life will lose it,  
                    but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it.” – Mark 8:35 (NIV) 
 
Dear Brethren from the Harrisonburg and Winchester Districts, what an opportunity we have be-
fore us as next month we will embrace ministry together in partnership.  Although, since Novem-
ber I have also served about 2/3 of the Winchester District, I am looking forward to serving God 
and God’s people.   
 
Often people ask me how is it possible to serve two districts?  Well… I am glad you asked.  I 
must confess it is a challenge, but it is possible with God’s help, and that is why I am very excit-
ed, and I am looking forward to embrace ministry together.   
 
I have been praying for the last few months, asking God to manifest through the Holy Spirit in 

each of our lives.  I have particularly been praying for the two Districts, asking God to use us as we embrace God ’s call 
in extending God’s kingdom, and seeking God’s will.  I believe we are blessed because we allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
us and to mold us.  We open our arms as wide as we can to embrace our brothers and sisters in so many places, espe-
cially in our two Districts. 
 
During the 2017 Virginia Annual Conference a new vision was shared by Bishop Sharma Lewis.  I am so excited to 
serve two Districts that steadfastly seek to serve God and to serve God’s people.  I am excited to serve two Districts that 
know it is about the kingdom of God and building it together as the body of Chris.  I am excited to serve two Districts that 
know ministry is not within the four walls of the building, but out in the community.   
 
The vision states that a Disciple of Jesus Christ is a lifelong learner who influences others to serve.  I know the Harrison-

burg and the Winchester Districts have Disciples of Jesus Christ where 
lifelong learners are seeking to influence others to 
serve.  We begin with each one of us.  We begin by 
our steadfast desire to learn.  We begin by influencing 
those who cross our paths in our daily life.  We begin 
by serving God and others. 
 
So I exhort you today, my brethren, as we begin do-
ing ministry together next month with two full Districts, 
to be lifelong learners, to influence others and to 
serve God and others. 
 
In God’s Service,  
Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 
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     On the Hillside: a Company of Heroes  

 
“He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” Isaiah 2: 4 
 
He was 17 years old when he volunteered.  It was all the rage. The cause was just, the girls excited, 
the bands played, and the nation had called its young men to go to war to save the Union.   The 

preacher at the Presbyterian Church on the Town Square had been sermonizing week after week on freedom and jus-
tice for the southern slaves.  His mother begged him not to volunteer now.  His older brother, Jonathan, had taken one of 
the two family horses and was already serving in the Calvary.  The family dairy farm outside of New Hartford, New York 
needed him.  His father couldn’t handle it alone.  But her pleas fell on deaf ears.  His young mind raced with thoughts of 
the adventure of war in far off places.  With other volunteers, he boarded the train for the trip east along the Mohawk 
River to Albany to sign up with the New York Volunteer Infantry.    
 
The Army was bewildering, exciting, and terrifying all wrapped in one.  Ed Horton, from Herkimer, was his sergeant and 
seemed to delight in making their lives unbearable, but at the same time he always looked out for the guys.  Training had 
been quick and soon they found themselves bivouacked in a small Virginia town, Culpeper Court House.  It was August 
and he was as hot as he could ever remember being.   
 
This morning General Pope had ordered them to the east. Rumors were that the Rebs were encamped at a place called 
Cedar Mountain.  It felt good just to be moving.  Too much time on your hands and your thoughts drifted to home and 
that meant homesickness and missing sweet Emily.  He planned on marrying Emily when he got back.  Soon enough.  
Now they were moving to push the Rebs back to Fredericksburg.  
 
With a sweep of the sword his Lieutenant had ordered them forward into battle.  All around was carnage. He saw Ser-
geant Horton go down and then the Lieutenant.  He was on the ground with bullets, shrapnel, and cannon balls flying 
everywhere.  He hugged the ground next to a dead Confederate officer killed earlier in the battle.  He could hear the Re-
bel shot hitting the body.  When he dared look up he could see the Rebs firing down on his position and the smoke of the 
cannons in the distance.  A young Captain who he didn’t recognize called to all around the follow him. With his sword in 
one hand and a pistol in the other the officer motioned the tattered and frayed company forward to attack the Confeder-
ate positions.  As he stepped over the body of his shield, he was wretched with a shock and spun to the ground on top of 
the young officer, torn apart by a ricocheting cannon ball.  He died quietly staring at the clear sky with no sounds in his 
ears but that of his mother calling him in from the field.  
 
In the evening the scavengers that followed every battle took his money, his grandfather’s watch and his identification.  
They rolled what was left of him to the side and picked over the young Confederate as well.  Soon other Confederate 
soldiers with their Union prisoners came by and removed the officer, and pushed the mangled body of the young New 
Yorker into a shallow grave with a makeshift wooden cross. 
 
Years later he was moved to a quiet hill in a new National Cemetery along the tracks at Culpeper Courthouse.  He has 
but a 9 inch square stone marker.  Number 768.  He is one of the 938 unknown Union (and a few Confederate) dead in 
our Cemetery.    His mother never knew his fate, Emily married another returning veteran after giving up hope that he 
had survived.  He died with honor, but anonymously; not with any particular heroic action, but in battle where everyone 
dies a hero. 
 
On this quiet and peaceful Hillside is where I met him.  I keep him company on an occasional dawn.  His dreams and 
passions surround me in the crisp and clear morning air.  On this Memorial Day past all I can do is thank him for his gift 
of service.   Brave young men on both sides paid with their lives for the foolishness and failure of politicians.   They stil l 
do.     
 
Our veterans respond to the nation’s call to action year after year. Our young go in harm’s way to protect our way of life 
after diplomacy fails.  They are owed a nation’s respect and gratitude, and our people’s resolve to do all we can to stop 
all wars before they start.   

Your Servant in Christ, Gordon  
(Originally published on 11.11.08 in the Culpeper Star Exponent to honor Veterans Day 2008.)  
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 
June 1 (Tuesday)  Clergy Evaluations 
due in the District Office* 
June 1 (Tuesday) District Finance 
Committee Meeting -  Zoom 7:00 
p.m. 

Jason Moore Both/And Hy-
brid Worship) 

June 18 - 19 (Friday-Saturday) -  

 
All events are subject to change.     

* Denotes related article  
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The District Office has a new email address!  All email communication to 
the office should now be sent to: 
 
                                 DebbieCreech@vaumc.org 
 
The harrisonburgdistrict@vaumc.org email will be phased out. 

Cam Carte—Harriston UMC 
                                      The Harriston-Mt. Bethel Charge will be split 
Lisa Coffelt—Otterbein Chapel-Hawkinstown Charge 
                                      The Mount Pleasant Charge will be split 
Shawn Cook—Parnassus (New pastor) 
Lee J. Crosby—Mount Jackson Charge 
                                      Coming from Aldersgate UMC (ER) 
Glen Early—Columbia Furnace—Union Forge 
                                      
Linda Hudgins—Fulks Run Charge 
                                     Coming from North Amelia Charge (F) 
Ilgha Ilunga—McGaheysville 
                                     Coming from Heathsville (RR) 
Ashley Isernhagen—St. James (Pleasant Valley) 
                                     Coming from St. Luke’s (YR) 
Brett Isernhagen—Mount Crawford Charge 
                                     Coming from Matthews Chapel (YR) 
Yun Goo Kang—First –Timberville 
                                     Coming from Mt. Pleasant (S) 
Mary Jane Lock—Toms Brook 
                                     Coming from Hites Chapel (W) 
Richard McDowell—Christian Newcomer 
                                     Coming out of retirement 
Gordon Meriwether—Mount Tabor 
                                     Coming from Mount Horeb 
Blair O’Quinn—Annex-Crimora 
                                     Coming from Watson Memorial (D) 
Amy Pannell—Weyers Cave 
                                     Coming from Callaway Cooperative Parish (D) 
Penny L. Pelter—Blue Ridge Charge 
                                     Coming from the Gordonsville Charge (C) 
Yosvany Proenza—Associate for Asbury 
                                     Coming from Kentucky Annual Conference 
Dan Purdom—Bethany 
                                     Coming from First—Timberville (H) 
Susan Reaves—Asbury 
                                     Coming from Bethany (H) 
Laura Schultz—Page 
                                     Coming from the Baltimore-Washington Conference 
 
Ansel Seeds—Mount Bethel (New Minister) 
 
Edward Steele—Mount Horeb (New Minister) 

Clergy Evaluations are due in the District Office by Tuesday, June 1st 
 
Moving Day is Wednesday, June 30th for Pastors moving off of the district  
 
Church Audits are due in the District Office by Thursday, July 1st 
 
Parsonage Reviews are due in the District Office by Thursday, July 1st 
(even if your church parsonage is being rented, a form should be submitted) 
 
First Sunday for new pastors is July 4th 



 
Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach is looking forward to having Pastor Vicki Barb working in 
the office with us as our Chaplain upon her retiring from pastoring Parnassus UMC on July 1st.  
Vicki has been a blessing to us as a Board of Directors member and as an occasional volunteer.  

Once retired, she will be with us regularly in the office. You and your church can also be a great help as we keep getting 
questions about the needs of Kingsway.  
 
Here are a few of our needs:   

 Lists of people that have property/houses or apartments for rent.   

 List of available jobs that will hire those needing a second chance.  

 As for items needed, we always need postage stamps and copy paper. (We  have 1600 inmates on our Birthday 
Card list. We print the cards and mail about 25 a week, as well as devotionals to the inmates.)   

 Prayer for us to be allowed to return to the prisons with Church services will also be welcomed.   
 
Check our website for other ways you may be able to help:  www. kingswayoutreach.org  
or email us at: info@kingswayoutreach.org 

Louise Jennings, Director 
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It seems we are beginning to take a deeper breath of hope!  The pandemic limitations are 
lessening with guidelines and caution.  With this hope, comes newness.  As United Meth-
odists, we will find new methods to carry out the ministries of vision and purpose. We con-
tinue to serve and reach out to others. This past year has been a challenge for all of us, 
and the future will challenge us as well. As the body of Christ, we believe we can move 
forward! 

 
As we help with the collection of Cans and Kits for Conference, this becomes a piece of our re-shaping as this year, our 
donations are being gathered for our local needs. Our ministry this year is new for us.  Our Virginia Annual Conference is 
via Zoom again this year. 
 

As United Methodist Women continue, our upcoming Mission En-
counter will be held via Zoom.  Previous meetings in this fashion 
have been very meaningful and memorable.  This particular event, 
starting on July 1st, will also be different. Designated dates are set up 
for group studies on several topics. For consecutive weeks, women 
will come together to learn and share.  Mission Encounter is open to 
anyone, so you don’t have to be a UMW member.  Please see the 
registration form attached to this newsletter. 

Barbara Phillips, District UMW President  
(grammybp@gmail.com)  

Cell 383-9972 / Home 896-7664 

We’re seeking volunteers to work with Just Neighbors. The Harrison-
burg District is working with JN to help our immigrant neighbors get help 
with their residence, citizenship or work permit. As with any bureaucratic 
endeavor, the path to citizenship is not an easy path and many don’t 
have a clue where to start. Just Neighbors is an organization that helps 
those who can be helped.  Their work is to assist in a legal manner those who can work and live in this country. We need 
volunteers to help with the intake of information.  
Qualifications: a willing and loving heart for God’s creation.  
                                                                                    For more information contact Pastor Eduardo Carrillo 703.967.4361 

http://kingswayoutreach.org
mailto:info@kingswayoutreach.org
mailto:grammybp@gmail.com
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Victoria Barb—Parnassus UMC  God isn’t finished with me yet!  He just has me going in 
another direction...I’m still on the path.  I will be a full-time volunteer with Kingsway Prison 
and Family Outreach and going inside to minister to the “least of these” when we can.  I am 
ever so grateful to have been part of the Harrisonburg District, even serving on the Execu-
tive Committee for PiM for 6 years!  My thanks goes to Ed Pruitt, Tommy Herndon, Glen 
Langston and Glen Early for taking a chance with me. 
 
Glen Early—Columbia Furnace—Union Forge It has been such an honor to serve as a 
pastor on the Harrisonburg District.  I am blessed to now be given the opportunity to contin-
ue in service under a retirement appointment to the wonderful churches that I’ve been serv-
ing for the past 6 years—Columbia Furnace and Union Forge in the Edinburg area. 
 
Elfie Finn-McKenzie—Mount Jackson  I plan to spend more time with my husband and grandchildren and our 
families; hopefully, we will be able to travel a bit and be ready for the next adventure. 
 
Jim Harris—Weyers Cave I am looking forward to having more time for painting and creating art work for the fund-
raising efforts of non-profit organizations, giving more time volunteering at the Verona Food Pantry, and being able to 
visit family and friends, near and far. 
 
Steve Hay—Senior Pastor, Asbury I will stay in Harrisonburg for my retirement and begin two new careers:  
writing and opening an online quilt consignment store, “Southern Valley Quilts.”  I also have multiple adventures planned 
with the family and friends including:  several different Caminos de Santiago (multiple week walks across Portugal and 
Spain to the Cathedral in Santiago, Spain), hiking the Scottish Highlands and climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. 
 
Peggy Packard—Fulks Run  After serving fifteen years in ministry (all on the Harrisonburg District), God has made it 
clear tome that it is time to really retire.  My husband John and I are moving to Myrtle Beach later this summer as we are 
both fans of the beach and he loves his golf.  Blessings to all of you as you continue to serve. 
 
Gayle Thornberry—Annex-Crimora  We continue to pray for Gayle as she is hospitalized for COVID 19. 
 
Darlene Wilkins—Mount Pleasant Charge  I am choosing fun!  My summer plans focus on 3 F’s:  Family, Fun and 
Flamingos!  I want to spend more time with all my family, include some camping and travel fun and everything is better 
with flamingos!                  

Saturday, June 26
th

 
8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

Meet at Strasburg United Methodist Church 
114 W Washington Street, Strasburg, VA 22657 

Breakfast provided.   
Please RSVP to garylkline@gmail.com  

by June 15
th

 
 
Strasburg United Meth-
odist Church invites all 
United Methodist Men 
for a conversation with 
the Harrisonburg Dis-
trict/Winchester District 
Superintendent Rev. 
Dr. Victor Gomez about 
recent changes in the 
Annual Conference and 
pandemic response.    

 
Come Experience Paul's Missionary Journey! This 
summer we will explore Paul's Missionary Journey's 
and learn what it means to be the hands and feet of 
Christ! The Summer Camp Schedule is attached to 
this newsletter. Click Here to go to the camp web-
site for price information and to register.  

 
                 New Event at Camp -  

Mudding on the Mountain! August 21st!  
 

 
Registration now open  

Early registration until June 30th, at $25  
Registration fee includes race,  

T-shirt, finisher medal, and lots of mud. 
 
Join us on the mountain for a mudrun like no other. Mudding on 
the Mountain is a 1 mile trail run with 10 messy-muddy obsta-
cles just for kids ages 4-14. Runners will get to run through the 
mudpit, climb on hay bails, climb on logs, and have a muddy 
good time for a good cause.  

mailto:garylkline@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013_chMpOHpkIJZ0og3BVQ-Le_p4fYa9FrgAzscvU0TavGgXzUYtwCtb6zVj0R_TQh4DDGFb5VDKaZ0slYPpDvMbQr3IRK52FRYJDzwKRQO-vOjs1e2crOt8tbTrpFfiV14OGlcXypZh5nYxMUY-h_r_yltPDIZQtP7lap7Nbvde7osvUupO_Yfl_oDC5bq9ndULJmoFcwBfY=&c=ZYygAD1Sd5HMAZhw5z1K
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013_chMpOHpkIJZ0og3BVQ-Le_p4fYa9FrgAzscvU0TavGgXzUYtwCtX62v2q8bbUhVy-XwlzdJbJkDONqac3bYh7jbOk-lOynW6vu3bttSo2VSgpQ_XtwMkY-mGfl3WxQ4CxKFVgHs5SVJz62oLYZRNivY-ev9393C-hEozhjKWeGOMAW0IjZ3K0uOTJ1dvBUIOSIfuCQ2VJfoV7V0HuVu_33wxzDvd8CB-0


 

 
The summer season is off to a fairly busy start.  We have registered about 40 new families 
already in 2021!   We have much reason to celebrate and thank the Lord!  We are the recent 
recipient of the Massanutten Women’s Club annual charity donation.  We are so grateful for 
their recognition of and support for our efforts in the community. We will be giving them a 
tour of our facility soon, so they can see in person what it is all about.  As more people learn 
about our mission, we are becoming increasingly blessed through our churches and organizations in the community, 
and even beyond Rockingham County.  
 
Another event we are celebrating is the graduation of one of our long-time clients from JMU!  She came to us as a 
teen mom, and we are so proud of her accomplishments, and happy that she is finding her way forward to a great 
future!  She is going to be a social worker, and will use her education and personal experience to be a blessing to our 
neighbors. Who knows, one day we may be working with her to help HER clients!  God has an amazing way of bring-
ing us full circle sometimes. 
 
Some more great news is that it looks like we will soon be able to offer a third evening each month to our clients.  The 
Bridgewater United Methodist Women have graciously volunteered to serve the third Tuesday evenings of each 
month, and will begin training on June 15.  We are very excited about this opportunity to expand our mission.  
Thank you so much, Ladies! 
 
School will soon end, and we expect to see more children accompanying their parents to shop.  It is so nice to see the 
kids again, some we have known for years and have missed during COVID.  They enjoy being with us, and leave 
each time with a fun activity kit and often special goodies from Mary Eaton, one of our wonderful volunteers whose 
personal mission is to serve the children.  She and her granddaughter, Ester, have worked hard for years to add that 
extra special touch to our service. Thank you, Mary and Ester!  Blessings to all, and enjoy your summer in our beauti-
ful Valley. 

The facility is open to the public from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 
and also open on the 2nd and 4th Thursday evenings from 5:00 p.m.  - 7:00 p.m.   

AND WILL ADD MORE HOURS TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY!  - BEGINNING JUNE 15TH: 5:00 – 7:00 P.M.  
(THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH!) 

 
Donna Tinsley   703-472-8101 

 
 Hello, we are now beginning to have warmer weather and enjoying the beauty of our valley. 
Equipment for Caring continues to provide medical equipment and disposable supplies such as 
adult pullups and wound care and ostomy supplies to those who need these. We have loaned 
out 3 hospital beds along with numerous other donated medical equipment (walkers, wheel 

chairs, bedside commodes, rollators and knee scooters to name a few).  But we are bursting at the seams and look 
forward this month to an addition of a storage building for our hospital beds. We remain open 2 times a week; Mon-
day 9:00 -11:00 a.m. and Thursday 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. and if you need something all you need do is come by or 
have someone come for you to check out the equipment.  
 
Thank you to all who have donated supplies, equipment, money and time to help make this mission possible for our 
community including Harrisonburg, and the surrounding counties of Rockingham, Shenandoah, Augusta and Page. If 
you are interested in helping in any way or have questions, please contact me or come by during the hours we are 
open to see what we are all about.    We are indeed blessed! 
                                                                                                                                           Delores Reid    540-383-6112 
Check us out on Facebook or our website. 

                        www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com                    www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries  
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Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road,  Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026,  Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
 Website: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
http://www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries
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Bring your own kayak, canoe or inflatable or borrow one of ours. 
Hosts:  Rev. John Haynes, Jr., Strasburg UMC and Rev. Gary Heaton, Kernstown UMC  

Email:  johnhaynesjr@vaumc.org, garyheaton@vaumc.org 
Oh, Shenandoah! I hear you calling! 
Away, you rolling river! 
Yes, far away I hear you calling. . .  
 
The stresses of ministry are many and the Coronavirus pandemic has kept ministers from those vital relationships that 
renew, recharge and spark our call to ministry.  Zoom meetings are just not enough!! 
 
We invite you to join Rev. John and Rev. Gary on a week-
ly float on the North Fork of the Shenandoah River during 
the month of July and August 2021 as a time to connect 
with colleagues in ministry, to talk, to pray, sing (or keep 
silence) and paddle. 
 
No RSVP required, just show up!  We depart at 8:00 a.m. 
every Wednesday from the Boat Ramp at Strasburg 
Town Park:   295 Park Road Strasburg, VA 22657 
 
Rev. Gary and Rev. John have extra kayaks, canoes, 
paddles and inflatables if you do not have your own.  
Transportation will be provided back to the boat ramp at 
the conclusion of our float. 

 “The church is behind closed economic systems, fearing to offend 

wealthy contributors.  Modern life is organized on behalf of those who have and against those who have not. 
In acquisitive society money is the golden key that unlocks privileges, education, position, and power. We 
know in our heart of hearts that this is wronged and unchristian. It cuts straight across Christ ’s mind. Yet the 
church is so dependent on the acquisitive society for its economic maintenance that it locks itself behind a 
closed economic system. Concerning any looking toward justice and fairness, say the one word “bolshevik” and most of 
us take cover. We are afraid, so we close the doors.”  1930  

Rev. David Glen Langston, former Program Director for the Harrisonburg District from 2005 through 
June, 2018, and former pastor for Otterbein UMC, Parnassus UMC and Grottoes UMC, died May 2, 
2021.  A Memorial service was held at Sunset Drive UMC on Friday, May 14th.  Condolences may be 
sent to his wife, Tara, 396 Coyote Run, Broadway, VA  22815. 
 
Rev. Dr. Paul A. Bieghley, III, died on May 8, 2021.  He served as pastor of  the Fellowship-Linville Charge and Parnassus-
Sangerville Charge in the late 1980’s to 1992.   

Yosvany Pereira and his wife Marleni, welcomed a new baby daughter, 
Leah, on May 19th.  She weighed 8 lbs, 5 ozs, and was 21.5 inches 
long.  Yosvany is the upcoming Associate Pastor for Asbury UMC.  Welcome Baby Leah! 

GCFA has partnered with Ace Hardware as a vetted national hardware sup-
plier. Ace Hardware has a broad product line of facility supplies to help in-
crease your productivity and reduce expenses. Local churches have exclu-
sive access to Ace Hardware online and at more than 3,000 participating 

locations across the United States.  Create an account and start shopping today!                  
                                           Click here to get started https://www.gcfa.org/partners/ace-hardware/  

mailto:johnhaynesjr@vaumc.org
https://www.gcfa.org/partners/ace-hardware/


ACTIVE CLERGY MUST REPORT TO CONFERENCE SECRETARY IF NOT  
ATTENDING ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

Rev. Joshua King will be the Annual Conference Secretary for the upcoming conference in June and reminds you if you 
will not be attending (virtually), you need to send him a letter with a reason for your absence to:   
Rev. Joshua King, PO Box 487, Purcellville, VA  20134 

The Partners in Ministry (PiM) will hold their Welcome Picnic on Thursday, 
July 29th, at the Overlook Picnic Shelter at 5:00 p.m. The meal will begin at 
5:00 p.m.    All returning pastors are encouraged to be present to welcome new 
pastors to the Harrisonburg District.  Details to be sent out in July.   
 

 
The PiM Fall Clergy Retreat will include the Winchester District this year. Mark your calendar for Thursday, September 
2nd.  This event will discuss 2021 Charge Conferences. More details; i.e. time, place, etc. will follow in the com-
ing weeks.  Pastors, you are asked to reserve this date on your calendars and be in attendance. 
 
Pastors, please note: PiM monthly meetings are scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month.  Programs for 
2021-22 are now being finalized.                                                                                                        PiM Executive Officers                                                                                    

 
 Fierce: Women of the Bible Who Changed the World by Jennifer Cowart, 2019. 

Learn from the fierce women of God who changed the world. 
 

The word fierce is used to describe women who are extreme athletes, high-level executives, or super-
models. Women at the top of their game. But what about the rest of us? Can we be fierce? Absolute-
ly! In fact, women like us have been changing the world for thousands of years—many who received 
little fanfare yet lived fiercely anyway.  
 
This six-week study looks at lesser-known female characters in the Bible and the ways they changed 
the world by living into God’s calling, including: the midwives of Egypt; Deborah; Naaman's slave girl; 
the Woman at the Well; Lois and Eunice; and Dorcas. Each session explores their life and how we too 
can live into our callings, honor the Lord, and even change the world through our courage, faithful-
ness, and obedience.  
 
Fierce Courage can be found in the Bible / Bible Studies section (top 2 shelves) of the District  
Library.  We have the Book, and DVD.   
 
Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items by signing 
the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as you need – but remem-
ber to return when finished so that others may borrow.  Thanks,  Sue  
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Deadline to submit entries is June 2 
You are invited to participate in a virtual singing of “And Are We Yet Alive” for the 
2021 Virginia Annual Conference, June 18-19. Music Director Gerald Ricks has 
shared the instructions to participate. Questions should be directed to him 
at music@vaumc.org 
This information is available on the Virginia Conference website at https://vaumc.org/ac2021music/   

mailto:music@vaumc.org
https://vaumc.org/ac2021music/
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VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  JUNE 18-19, 2021   
VIRTUAL 
 

 
The 2021 Virginia Annual Conference, “United As One,” will be a virtual event held  
June 18-19, with the Lumi platform. The guiding Scripture of John 17:20-23 (NRSV) is 
the theme. The business of the Annual Conference will be limited to Friday, June 18. Worship 
services and other opportunities will be conducted on Saturday, June 19.   
 
As more information becomes available, clergy and lay members to Annual Conference can 

find resources and more at the (click here  ) 2021 Annual Conference website.  
 
The Book of Reports is now digitally available. Annual Conference members who opted in for a mailed, printed copy 
should have received their copy recently.  

VARIOUS SERVICES/WORSHIP DURING ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 
CLERGY SESSION—JUNE 10TH—10:00 A.M. VIA ZOOM 
The Center for Clergy Excellence is preparing for the virtual Clergy Session on June 10th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon via Zoom.  The session will be open to participants at 9:30 a.m.  The proceeding will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.  
All clergy participating in the session will have their voice/vote taken into consideration.  Clergy will receive registration 
information in the coming weeks.   

RETIREMENT WORSHIP SERVICE—JUNE 17TH—PREMIERE STREAM AT 6:30 P.M. 
SERVICE OF ORDERING OF MINISTRY—JUNE 18TH—7:00 P.M. 
LAITY CELEBRATION WORSHIP—JUNE 20TH—PREMIERE STREAM AT 11:00 A.M. 
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE—JUNE 20TH—PREMIERE STREAM AT 6:30 P.M. 
SERVICE OF LICENSING AND DEACONESS COMMISSIONING—JUNE 21ST—PREMIERE STREAM AT 6:30 P.M. 

HARRISONBURG AND WINCHESTER DISTRICT ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
ORIENTATION—SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH—2:00 P.M. VIA ZOOM 
 

All Clergy, Local Church Delegates, and District Officers and At-Large Delegates should plan to attend. The Zoom link is 
below. We will begin with a time of worship and then have an overview of what to expect during the Annual Conference 
session on June 18 & 19. 
 
Click here to download the Orientation Handbook that we will be following during the Orientation Session.  
 
Topic: AC Orientation   Time: June 6, 2021 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting     https://zoom.us/j/96036826727   
Meeting ID: 960 3682 6727   
Passcode: 531482 

CONFERENCE OFFERING 
The Annual Conference Mission Offering will be collected during the 
Saturday morning, June 19, sending worship service. Churches are 
asked to share the Annual Conference Missional Offering purpose 
and encourage church members to participate. All offerings collected 
by the local church can be sent to the Conference Treasurer’s Office, 
PO Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Checks may be made payable 
to “Virginia Conference of the UMC” with “AC Offering 2021” in the 
memo line.  
Churches and individuals may also give through the  
online giving link.  
 

Click here for this year’s offering recipients and detailed information. 

https://vaumc.org/ac2021/?utm_source=mailpoet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=e-advocate-April-27-2021
https://doc.vaumc.org/AC2021/BOR2021.pdf
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013_chMpOHpkIJZ0og3BVQ-Le_p4fYa9FrgAzscvU0TavGgXzUYtwCtR4EG5-_A18_DJ31uQ18izwsBWO1V7RRRR678Ifvu9CGCee8igbA_C5qaI9zBfGhe75MF6Q2dfcirxsMRVMLpvB_KKz3DrtU1iUBPj2xyDTZmAb_4XEqg5WytTrqp4A9KdsYRPHytdkXBEvHsnHAwqEKncV9WSQ0HFGjNhi5-nK0f32
https://zoom.us/j/96036826727
https://www.vaumcdonations.org/s/shop
https://vaumc.org/acoffering/
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COVID-19 demanded a certain level of adaptability throughout the life of the 
church. In the same way, the Conference Kits and Cans4Conference collection 
needs to be adaptable. UMCOR reached out and shared that it will be challenging 
to process 50,000+ UMCOR kits collected through our Annual Conference. So, the 
Annual Conference Kit collection team came up with an idea to use the familiarity 
of collecting kits to benefit local ministries as we become adaptable.   
  
This year, during 2021 Annual Conference, we will collect Cans and Kits, which local churches are asked to collect prior 
to the conference, to be dropped off at either of the two district sites on June 19. A collaborative team of Conference Kits 
and Cans4Conference made this possible, as the collected goods will benefit local ministries.  
 
What will we collect on the Harrisonburg District? 
Non-perishable/ canned food: Each church is asked to conduct a food drive prior to Annual Conference, and 
drop off the food and any assembled kits to one of the designated drop off locations in the Harrisonburg District.  If you 
would like some materials to assist you with conducting your food drive, please contact Rev. Brian Posey at brianpos-
ey@vaumc.org  
 

Please note that money will not need to be sent with kits or sent to the conference office this year. 
 
The kit items will be modified as follows from the usual UMCOR Kits: 
School Kits: (1) pair of blunt scissors (round tip, no plastic scissors), (1) box (24 count) crayons, (3) one subject 
spiral ring notebooks, (1) pack of loose-leaf paper (100-200 pages, wide or college rule), (1) hand held pencil sharpener, 
(1) 12” ruler, (6) unsharpened pencils, (1) 2” eraser, (1) TWO gallon re-sealable plastic bag (items will not fit one 1 gal. 
bag)  All exterior packaging should be removed except for: crayons, loose-leaf paper 
 
Hygiene Kits: (1) hand towel (15X25 – 17X27 – No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels), (1) washcloth (no kitchen, 
cleaning, or microfiber cloths), (1) sturdy Comb w/ 6” of teeth (no picks, or combs with handles), (1) toenail / fingernail 
clipper, (1) bath sized soap (3oz bar or larger), (1) toothbrush, (1) toothpaste (6oz), (10) Adhesive bandages (3/4x3 inch-
es), (1) shampoo (12-15oz), (1) One-gallon size re-sealable bag. All exterior Packing should be removed except for: 
soap, toothbrush, adhesive bandages. 
  
When do we collect these items?  
For individual churches, we recommend to start your 
food collection and kit collections by Mid-May to give 
time to get the items gathered. 

 
On June 19, 2021 between the hours of 2:00 p.m. - 
4:00 p.m. have a volunteer(s) bring all collected food 
and kits to: 
 
Manor Memorial UMC               Grottoes UMC 
 9320 N. Congress St.                300 4

th
 St. 

New Market, VA 22844   Grottoes, VA 24441 
 

Who do we need to contact for information specific 
to our District?  
For any questions related to the “Community Cans & 
Kits” Mission project, please contact Rev. Brian Posey, 
brianposey@vaumc.org, (540) 236-2472 
 
 
Does this mean we will not collect UMCOR kits next 
year? 
Next year please plan to return to the regular Kits for 
Conference Kit Assembly based on UMCOR Stand-
ards. 
 

mailto:brianposey@vaumc.org
mailto:brianposey@vaumc.org
mailto:brianposey@vaumc.org


Effective May 28, 2021 an updated short and concise five-page Technical Assis-
tance Manual (TAM) has the requirements for in-person worship. Until May 28, 
churches are to continue to submit their plans to District Superintendents for ap-
proval based on the current TAM. 
  
Churches should activate their Post-COVID Re-Entry Groups (PRGs) as soon as 
possible. Once worship plans are developed, they should be submitted to the 
District Superintendent for review two weeks prior to implementation. These pro-
cesses are to be collaborative, done with Christian patience and understanding, 
so that best practices are shared and implemented.   
  
The VAUMC’s PRG Team, led by Rev. Seungsoo “RJ” Jun, has been working 
diligently during this time of transition. If you are not already familiar with this 
group, please visit its website and watch for webinars and other announcements 
at https://vaumc.org/prg/. 
  
Below is a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) and links to important information. Please read the FAQ carefully. 
  
Where can I find information about in-person worship requirements and recommended practices? 
The current Technical Assistance Manual (TAM) governing in-person worship requirements until May 28 can be found 
here. The new Technical Assistance Manual, called TAM – 
Phase 3, went into effect May 28 and can be found here. TAM – 
Phase 3 is a much shorter and easier to follow document than 
earlier versions. 
 
The Post-COVID Re-Entry Group (PRG) website is at https://
vaumc.org/prg/. You are encouraged to attend the final webinar 
that PRG will hold on June 3. 
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The Implementation District Alignment Team (iDAT) is now working on practical pathways to implement 
each of the recommendations set forth by the previous DAT team who have been diligently deliberating 
over the last 12 months.  Clergy and Lay have had the opportunity over the past few months to partici-
pate in “Listening Sessions” to learn more about the plans for change in our Conference. 
 

To view current district alignment information and resources, click here:  www.vaumc.org/dat. 

PRG RELAUNCH WEBINAR 

                          

https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_0SCq2KdxRjK1MK4g4IEZdg 
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Pinnacle Living has a connection to the 
Virginia Annual Conference dating back to 
1948.  As a not-for-profit, faith inspired, or-
ganization, Pinnacle Living exists to better 
older lives and not to generate better profits 
for shareholders. Our team; employees, 
volunteers, board and leadership are in-
spired by the Wesleyan spirit to serve the 
needs of the world. Through seventy years of experience, we have 
learned that our best service is through focusing on the person. Their in-
dependence and autonomy are key to happiness and a life well lived, no 
matter what level of living they may call home. A designated time for each 
church to take an offering in support of this mission is set each year by 
action of the Annual Conference.  This year that time is between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day (May 9th to June 20, 2021).  Online donations and 
more information about this important ministry can be found by clicking 
here  PINNACLELIVING.ORG.  Checks can be mailed to Samaritan Pro-
gram c/o Pinnacle Living, 5101 Cox Road, Suite 225, Glen Allen, VA  
23060.    

Listen to "The Audio Advocate," a new pod-
cast from the Connectional Ministries Office, 
which will share conference news on a 
monthly basis. The featured interview of the 
May 3 episode was district alignment, which 
you can still listen to at any time.  Listen on 
Spotify, Apple, or through the audio player 
on the conference website.   
 
Find other podcasts from 
the Connectional Minis-
tries Office including 
1,000 Question Christian 
at: https://vaumc.org/
digitalhub/ 

https://vaumc.org/prg/
https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/TAM.pdf
https://doc.vaumc.org/Return/TAM.pdf
https://doc.vaumc.org/PRG/PRGTAM.pdf
https://vaumc.org/prg/
https://vaumc.org/prg/
http://www.vaumc.org/dat
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0SCq2KdxRjK1MK4g4IEZdg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0SCq2KdxRjK1MK4g4IEZdg
https://www.pinnacleliving.org/
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe8A6Fd0seKQgydZEuLeuK-2FatIlvuBmo-2BcgyvUf
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe9i78yTQ7PA1Bjt42rOqRNajdDQ7wrQJf75PSnFTv-
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe-2FgGCZYAUyX23MwF-2BkjD-2BqlVRPnm4NFJY4NI
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe-2FgGCZYAUyX23MwF-2BkjD-2BqlfDvkiuyc7g0jb
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe-2FgGCZYAUyX23MwF-2BkjD-2BqlfDvkiuyc7g0jb
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                                    Bible Readings for June 2021 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference to read the Bible in a 
year since 2017. Each year has featured a different way of reading. 
 
Tips on reading the Bible daily: 

 
 Start reading the Bible today. 
 Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   
 Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your schedule. 
 Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek text 
 Choose a translation to use during your reading. 
 Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom and understanding. 
 Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.   
              
Bible study should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a journey to becoming a “lifelong 
learner” of God’s Word.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join in 2021 and commit to reading the Bible all the 
way through Genesis-Revelation in one year. You can 
access the daily readings by  
clicking here conference website  
or BibleGateway.com.    

 [resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/
bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 

From the Bishop 

 2017 - read the Bible straight through 

 2018 - read the Bible chronologically 

 2019 - read the Bible in a blended style; a mixture of Old Testament readings  
       and New Testament each day. 

 2020 - read the Bible with a thematic reading plan 

 2021 - read the Bible straight through from Genesis -  Revelation 
 

Click here to view/save 2021 challenge in pdf 

The Harrisonburg District 
Virginia Annual Conference 

of the United Methodist Church 
 

         40 South Gate Court  Suite 101 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

 
540.433.2382  office phone 
202.285.5767 DS:  call/text 

 
Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 

900 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez 
District Superintendent 

HarrisonburgDS@vaumc.org 
 

Rev.  Gordon K. Meriwether 
District Director of Congregational Vitality 

GordonMeriwether@vaumc.org 
 

Deborah F. Creech 
 Executive Administrative Assistant 

DebbieCreech@vaumc.org 
 

Harrisonburg District on the web at 
www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org  

 
Harrisonburg District on Facebook at 

Harrisonburg District of VaUMC 
 

Virginia Conference on the web at 
www.vaumc.org 

GBHEM offers student loans. Need a student loan? The General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) offers loans for United Methodist 
students. GBHEM will walk beside you through every step of the applica-
tion, payment, and loan management process. The UM Student Fall 2021 
Loan application opens on May 13, 2021, and closes on October 14, 
2021. For more information... 

The Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church Grants & Loans 
application for certified candidates and licensed local pastors is now open. 
This financial aid is for students enrolled in seminary working toward the 
first professional degree. Application deadlines are July 1 for fall and spring 
semester grants and October 1 for spring or summer semester grants. 
Learn more... 

June 1   Job 1-4 
June 2   Job 5-7 
June 3   Job 8-10 
June 4   Job 11-13 
June 5   Job 14-16 
June 6   Job 17-20 
June 7   Job 21-23 
June 8   Job 24-28 
June 9   Job 29-31 
June 10 Job 32-34 
June 11 Job 35-37 
June 12 Job 38-39 
June 13 Job 40-42 
June 14 Psalm 1-8 
June 15 Psalm 9-16 
June 16 Psalm 17-20 
June 17 Psalm 21-25 
June 18 Psalm 26-31 
June 19 Psalm 32-35 
June 20 Psalm 36-39 
June 21 Psalm 40-45 
June 22 Psalm 46-50 

June 23 Psalm 51-57 
June 24 Psalm 58-65 
June 25 Psalm 66-69 
June 26 Psalm 70-73 
June 27 Psalm 74-77 
June 28 Psalm 78-79 
June 29 Psalm 80-85 
June 30 Psalm 86-89 

https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=496b45293f&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=13c043bcff&e=713b8604ee
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe-2B64py7toV23N1hGjm15lXiHU0HRlHOouNJ5Xdwu
http://url2167.vaumc.org/ls/click?upn=B6Q-2F9zlN7-2FFcFGjHdVkEkgpyHorge-2BhQtJD538AzQCf0QTA-2ByIU2TgS5v6F0hmKWjsPGjL85R1rRHgElA8aLdeg10T1F8ViplQ-2FDmQcXgdKuPHz1GVUVoDm04oo20NLzx8HLOgfAYyLeJJfxNlZXRkVf8J51u3IUyM659aERhe-2FqWEtn5jF3-2FtChE6xYmF-2BS79a49ysBGlJhK

