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   ““And God put all things under Christ’s feet, and gave him to the church as head over all 
things. Now the church is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”  

Ephesians 1:22-23 (NET) 
 

 What is church?  It is a question to ponder and discern.  Certainly the current 
pandemic has challenged our understanding of what is church.  Perhaps more than an 
understanding, it has challenged our perceptions and practices of what church ought to 
be.  For some, church is attending a weekly worship for about one hour.  For others, 
church is what we do from Monday through Saturday and then we come to celebrate on 

Sundays to worship God, and what God has done for the church, the body of Christ.  We know that church is 
not a building or a steeple.  We know that church is the body of Christ manifested in each one of us.  So, if we 
know that church is not just a building or just a weekly worship, then why do we often think of church that 
way? 

 
I recently read an article by Leah MarieAnn Klett from the Christian Post Reporter.  In this article she 

writes a thought provoking statement made by Pastor Rick Warren, the author of the book: The Purpose Driv-
en Life.  The statement reads: “COVID revealed a fundamental weakness in the church.”  He further says that 
“most churches only have one purpose: worship.  And if you take worship away, you’ve got nothing.  They’re 
in a hurry to get back to worship because that’s all they’ve got.” 

 
We all know we are living in times of trials and tribulations.  There are churches that are facing this 

reality as their purpose has been solely worship.  They are in a hurry to get back to worship and they are 
afraid their membership may decline.  Klett writes in the article that “much like in the pandemic, the churches 
that are most threatened are those with preexisting health conditions.  
The churches that are going to have the hardest time re-surfacing will 
be ones that depended solely on the Sunday morning gathering.” 

 
Meanwhile, there are other churches that are experiencing 

quite the opposite.  A few churches that were declining in attendance 
are gaining momentum after they started drive-in worship as they of-
fered it to the community.  Several churches are reaching out above 
and beyond the walls of the building by offering online worship.  Oth-
er churches find ways to do mission and ministry to those in need.  
But more than offering alternative ways to worship, they continue to 
making disciples of Jesus Christ.  Klett also mentions in the article 
that in addition to worship; ministry, mission, fellowship and disciple-
ship must continue.  In the midst of this pandemic, several churches have found creative ways to be the 
church beyond the building.  We have often heard “the church has left the building,” which bears the question, 
what is church? 

 
So… what is church?  I invite you to ponder and discern on this question.  I invite you to be honest, 

and if church is only weekly Sunday worship, for about one hour, then we ought to pray for discernment and a 
change of heart.  Emmanuel, God is with us the church, the body of Christ. 
 
                                                                                                          In God’s Service,  Rev. Dr. Victor Gómez, District Superintendent                                                                                                                                 
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“Blessed is the man [woman] who perseveres under trial, because when he [she] has stood 
the test, he [she] will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him 
[God].” James 1: 12 
 
This year, the year of the Lord 2021, promises to challenge each of us in our ministries, our 
communities, our faith, and yes, our denomination.  
Am I ready for what portends? 
 
Lord God, Mother of all Creation, Father to each of us…. 
 
Ready Me… 
 
 To accept God’s surprises in my life with dignity and hope…  
      Ready me, Lord. 
 To companion the unsteady and lost through the maze of disappointment….  
      Ready me, Lord. 
 To hold the hand of the suffering and distraught in their time of need…  
      Ready me, Lord. 
 To shield the oppressed from the cutting winds of injustice and hate…     
   Ready me, Lord. 

 To comfort the weak and the weary in your love and  
 compassion… 
   Ready me, Lord. 
 To lean into the darkness of this earthly kingdom with a steady 
 resolve and uncompromising faith…  
   Ready me, Lord.  
 To face the roar of the stalking lion with courage and  

   righteousness …. 
   Ready me, Lord. 
  
Lord, send your Spirit again to teach us, to guide us in the way forward 

in the year to come… Almighty God… Ready me… 
So Be It, Gordon 

 
Registration 
is open for 
the next 

Foundations of Faith Community Nursing 
which will be offered by Shenandoah University 
from February 5-April 17, 2021. This 40-hour 
course will be online with two virtual meetings 
scheduled for the first and last course dates.   
Application deadline is on January 22, 2021 at 
noon. For more information or to apply contact 
Lorie Henley, FCN Educational Coordinator at 
Shenandoah University lhenley@su.edu. Finan-
cial assistance may be available from  through 
the Harrisonburg District UMC. Contact Delores 
Reid  540-383-6112 or dreid515@aol.com if you 
seek financial assistance 
 
A note from Delores:  I realize the dates have 
expired, but I am thinking this group would proba-
bly consider a late entry or getting nurses on the 
list for a possible fall class. 

A few figures from 2020……….. 
Thank you for your financial support of apportionments and 
benevolent gifts in 2020 on the Harrisonburg District.  As a  
connectional church, these funds unite us with brothers and 
sisters throughout the world to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
The following figures reflect disbursements for Priority I 
and Priority 2 Apportionments. 
 
38 churches or 46% on the district paid 100% of Conference  
Apportionments. 
56 churches or 67% on the district paid 100% of District Ap-
portionments. 
33 churches or 40% on the district paid 100% of both Con-
ference and District Apportionments. 
 
As a district, we paid 78.40% of our 
Conference  Apportionments for 
2020. 
 
As a district, we paid 90.93% of our 
District Apportionments for 2020. 

mailto:lhenley@su.edu
mailto:dreid515@aol.com
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The Harrisonburg District extends its sympathies to the following on their loss: 
 
Rev. Vernie Barrow, Jr., spouse of former District Superintendent, Barbara Barrow,  
died in Newport News, VA  on November 8, 2020. 
 
Phyllis Whitmer Carper, mother of Ann Homan, Mission Central Board  
Member, died on Saturday, December 26th.   
 
Martha Taylor Stoops, mother of Edward Stoops, 87, passed away on  
December 31, 2020.  Martha was a member of Mt. Carmel UMC (Fulks Run).   
Edward is the custodian for the District Office. 
 
Marvin (Marv) E. Kelley, Chairperson of many committees at Grove Hill  
UMC, passed away on Saturday, January 2nd.   
 
Walton Lee “Walt” Gordon, Lay Leader from Luray UMC, died Thursday,  
January 7th.  He was also a former President and officer of the  
District United Methodist Men. 
 
Charlotte Whetzel, wife of retired pastor on the Harrisonburg District, Ken Whetzel, died  
Saturday, January 9th.  
 
Harry B. Reaves, father of Rev. Michael Reaves, pastor at New Hope UMC, died January 25th. 

To the PiM (Partners In Ministry): 

 

Thank you so 

much for the 

wonderful gift 

card to Red Lobster you gave me 

as a Christmas gift.  I enjoy work-

ing with you and assisting you in 

any area that I can.  You are truly 

the hands and feet of Jesus and I 

take my role seriously in helping 

lessen your load, when able.  

Thank you, again for thinking of 

me.  

 

In Christ, Debbie Creech 

Executive Administrative Assistant  

The Virginia United Methodist Foundation is pleased to inform the Har-
risonburg District that the following ministries have been selected for a 
2021 Foundation Grant Award: 
 

 Children’s Clothes Closet at Mission Central 
 

 UMFS Charterhouse School 
 

 Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach 
 
The awards will be disbursed to these 
ministries soon.  Join the District as 
we give thanks to these groups as 
they are most deserving of the 
grants. 

Great news! The final PPP 
Loan Forgiveness Form has 
finally been released. Our 
patience has paid off since 
this 'easy version' now  
accommodates loans up to 
as much as $150,000.  

Your church or organization can now obtain the fillable 
form and instructions by hitting “Ctrl” and Click on the 
RED icon on the right to take you to the Credit Union 
Website and the applications. 

https://www.tumcu.org/paycheck-protection-program-ppp-forgiveness/?utm_source=&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=C:/Users/Debbie%20Creech/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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February 2 (Tuesday)-Partners in Ministry,  “Contemplative Prayer” - via Zoom at 9:30 a.m.* 

February 7 (Sunday) – Disability Awareness Sunday  (One of the Special Sundays in UMC) 

February 11 - (Thursday)  - Church Vitality Committee of the Common Table - meeting via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

February 17 (Wednesday - ASH WEDNESDAY* 

February 18 (Thursday) -District Committee on the Ordained Ministry Interviews, beginning at 9:00 a.m. (Virtually) 

February 18   (Thursday) - Church and Society Committee of the Common Table meeting - via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

February 25 (Thursday)  - Property Resource  Committee of the Common Table meeting- via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 

March 13  (Saturday) - UMW District Spiritual Life Retreat via Zoom*  (Invitation Included with 

newsletter attachments) 

April 2 (Friday) VUMCenter & Harrisonburg District Office closed for Good Friday 

April 4 (Sunday) EASTER SUNDAY 

June 17 -  19 (Thursday-Saturday) - Virginia Annual Conference 
 

All events are subject to change.    * Denotes related article elsewhere in this newsletter 

Please Note:   
 
The Harrisonburg District Office will follow the Harrisonburg City School 
closings for inclement weather this winter.  If the Harrisonburg City 
Schools are closed, the Harrisonburg District Office will also be closed.  
The District Superintendent may be contacted at 202-285-5767 in the event 
of an emergency. 

                        A challenge to Read the Bible in 2021 

                                       Bible Readings for February 2021 
 

Bishop Lewis has been encouraging the clergy and laity of the Virginia Conference 
to read the Bible in a year since 2017. Each year has featured a different way of 
reading. 
 

Tips on reading the Bible daily: 
 

 Start reading the Bible today. 

 Set aside a specific time and place each day.  Set your schedule and then stick to it.   

 Mornings are great, but feel free to use any time that works consistently in your  
             schedule. 

 Get a good study Bible to help illuminate the meaning of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, 
             and Greek text 

 Choose a translation to use during your reading. 

 Say a short prayer to God before you begin, asking the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
             and understanding. 

 Dive in and enjoy the richness of God’s Word!  Apply God’s Word to your life.   
              
Bible study should be practiced and applicable.  These seven steps will help you begin a  
journey to becoming a “lifelong learner” of God’s Word.    

 
Join in 2021 and commit to reading the Bible all the way through Genesis-Revelation 
in one year. You can access the daily readings  

by clicking here conference website or BibleGateway.com. 
  
[resource:  http://www.vaumc.org/pages/bishop-Lewis/biblechallenge] 

From the Bishop 

February 1 Leviticus 1-4 
February 2 Leviticus 5-7 
February 3 Leviticus 8-10 
February 4 Leviticus 11-13 
February 5 Leviticus 14-15 
February 6 Leviticus 16-18 
February 7 Leviticus 19-21 
February 8 Leviticus 22-23 
February 9 Leviticus 24-25 
February 10 Leviticus 26-27 
February 11 Numbers 1-2 
February 12 Numbers 3-4 
February 13 Numbers 5-6 
February 14 Numbers 7 
February 15 Numbers 8-10 
February 16 Numbers 11-13 
February 17 Numbers 14-15 
February 18 Numbers 16-17 
February 19 Numbers 18-20 
February 20 Numbers 21-22 
February 21 Numbers 23-25 
February 22 Numbers 26-27 
February 23 Numbers 28-30 
February 24 Numbers 31-32 
February 25 Numbers 33-34 

 2017- read the Bible straight through 

 2018- read the Bible chronologically 

 2019- read the Bible in a blended style; a mixture of Old Testament readings  
       and New Testament each day. 

 2020-read the Bible with a thematic reading plan 

 2021- read the Bible straight through from Genesis –Revelation 
Click here to view/save 2021 challenge in pdf 

https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=496b45293f&e=713b8604ee
https://dandist.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=10c84b36b5e5f8cf7c502d428&id=13c043bcff&e=713b8604ee
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/BishopLewis/2021BibleChallenge.pdf
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Laity of the Harrisonburg District, Good Afternoon! 
 
As a reminder, the Virginia Conference Lay Servant Committee has given each Lay Servant a 
year of grace due to the pandemic – the expiration date of your Lay Servant / Speaker status 
has been extended one additional year.   
 
Your District Lay Servant Committee is in the process of determining the feasibility of present-
ing the Lay Servant Training classes scheduled for this Spring:  Basic Class, Polity and Spiritual 
Gifts remotely.  This will require some adjustments and the choice of the method of delivery will 
be at the instructor’s discretion.  The tentative date is March 20,  but the class could possibly be 
spaced out over several meetings.  Please stay tuned for details as soon as they are available.  
The  books have been purchased for everyone who signed up last spring.   
 

“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith  ...  “ Hebrews 12:1b-2a 

 
Here are some words of wisdom: 
 
“The beginning of love is the will to let those we love be perfectly themselves, the resolution 
not to twist them to fit our own image.  If in loving them we do not love what they are, but only 
their potential likeness to ourselves, then we do not love them: we only love the reflection of 
ourselves we find in them.”  Thomas Merton, No Man is an Island. 
 

Go gently and safely thru your week.                                                                                            
                                                                                           Joe Amend <><    Director of Lay Servant Ministries 

All laity are  
Lay Servants  

Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach has been overwhelmed with thank you notes 
from inmates that received their Christmas Bags.  We want to thank YOU for that.  This is 
something we could not have done without your help and it was much appreciated. Some of 
the notes will be posted on our website soon, so check out kingswayoutreach.org 
 
Remember that Kingsway is a year around outreach and needs your help as clients come out of incarceration 
and are returning to your areas.  Please pray for those in our local facilities that have suffered from COVID  
and the families of the five deaths at Augusta Correctional Center in Craigsville.  Even though Kingsway has 
not been able to have volunteers going into the prisons, we have been mailing devotions to them as well as 
birthday cards, so monetary donations for the purchase of stamps are one of our needs.  
 
We are also having a hard time finding housing for those returning.  If you know of any vacant rooms or 
apartments, please let us know. If you call, please leave us a message if we don't answer. 
  
Our telephone number is 540-433-5658 or Louise Jennings cell 540-830-7000.  
Our email is info@kingswayoutreach.org   
Our website is kingswayoutreach.org and find us on Facebook at Kingsway Prison and Family Outreach. 

 Louise Jennings 

Harrisonburg District PiM (Partners in Ministry) Zoom Meeting,  
Tuesday, February 2nd—9:30 a.m. 

Guest Speaker:  Kiok Cho 
 
(The Zoom link for this meeting will be sent out to the pastors in an email) 
 
The Keynote speaker for this event is Kiok Cho, wife of former Virginia  
Conference Bishop Young Jim Cho.  She will give an overview, then we  

http://kingswayoutreach.org
mailto:info@kingswayoutreach.org
http://kingswayoutreach.org


UMW NEWS:  
 
 The District UMW started 2021 with a very positive executive committee meeting. 
New members, new ideas and renewing relationships were key to our future plans. 
Although we met virtually, we gathered with enthusiasm and hope for the upcom-
ing year.  Conversations were geared around better communication throughout the 
District- our units, our churches. 
 

We continue to look to means of mission through involvement in Justice issues.  “Day of the People” provided 
opportunities to advocate our concerns to our state legislators.  Sessions during the week were informational. 
Topics covered were on energy, living wage, abolishing the death penalty, farm workers, maternal health, im-
migrants, social change and interfaith relationships. 

Barbara Phillips, District UMW President  
(grammybp@gmail.com)  

Cell 383-9972 / Home 896-7664 
 

Registration for UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, "Where We Begin to Understand Jesus," is attached to this news-
letter.  The event will be held Saturday, March 13, 2021 - 9:00 am via Zoom.  The Presenter will be Melissa 
White, UMW Conference Vice President.   
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What is Ash Wednesday?  (February 17th in 2021) 
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, a time when many Christians pre-
pare for Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and 
spiritual discipline. Although Ash Wednesday has ancient roots, it does not ap-
pear in the rituals of The United Methodist Church or our predecessor denomi-
nations until the 20th century. 
 
Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our 

human mortality. The service focuses on both themes, helping us realize that both have been triumphed 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Ashes are an ancient symbol. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth 
(Genesis 2:7). After expulsion from the Garden of Eden, the first human beings are told by God, “you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19 NRSV). The Hebrew word translated dust, is occasionally 
translated ashes elsewhere. Throughout scripture, ashes are part of rituals when people seek forgiveness 
and mourn their sin (see Numbers 19:9, 17; Hebrews 9:13; Jonah 3:6; Matthew 11:21, and Luke 10:13, 
among others). 
 
The imposition of ashes on the foreheads of Christians to mark the beginning of Lent can be traced at least to 
the 10th century.  In earlier centuries, ashes were used to mark those who had been separated from the 
church because of serious sins and were seeking to be re-admitted to the fellowship of the church. In effect, 
they were redoing the process of final preparation for church membership along with those doing it for the first 
time. They were sprinkled with ashes and given rough garments to wear as a sign of sorrow for their sins and 
their commitment to seek renewal in Christian life through this season. 
 
Since the tenth century, the observance of Ash Wednesday has become a general rite for all in the church. 
United Methodists first adopted an official ritual for Ash Wednesday that involves the use of ashes in the 1992 
Book of Worship. Prior to that time, Methodists either had no official service at all for this day (through 1964) 
or an “ashless” Ash Wednesday Service (1965 Book of Worship). 
 
In many churches the ashes are made by burning the palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday. As the 
ashes are placed on the forehead, words such as these are spoken: "Remember that you are dust and to 
dust you shall return," recalling God's words to Adam in Genesis 3:19, or “Repent, and believe the gospel” 
recalling the message of both John the Baptist and Jesus (Mark 1:15). 
 
Through the service of ashes on the first day of Lent, we come before God recognizing our humanity, repent-
ing of our sin, and remembering who we are and who we can be.                                 Source:  www.umc.org 

mailto:grammybp@gmail.com
https://www.umc.org/en/content/why-ashes-connecting-to-who-we-are-and-who-we-can-be
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/a-service-of-worship-for-ash-wednesday
https://www.umc.org/en/content/why-ashes-connecting-to-who-we-are-and-who-we-can-be


February 2021 DISTRICT NEWS Page 7 

                                                        MISSION CENTRAL NEWS 
          Check out our website prepared by Bev Earman: http://missioncentralharrisonburgva.com/mission-central/  

 
 

 
 

Mission Central Children’s  
       Clothes Closet 
 
God has blessed our churches 
with the gift of Mission Cen-
tral.  The Children's Clothes Closet offers our 
churches another opportunity to share God's love 
and grace in ways we could not accomplish individ-
ually.  He brings a diverse group of families seeking 
necessary provision for their children. He brings 
volunteers who experience the blessing of serving 
and seeing how God provides for those in need.  
 
This year has been a challenge with necessary 
changes in operations to keep our clients and vol-
unteers safe. COVID-19 has not stopped us from 
helping 355 families and 789 children with essential 
needs. We have given out clothing and diapers 
1,137 times. We also gave 50,500 diapers.  
 
You donated 1,552 pairs of new underwear, 1,001 
pairs of new socks, 659 new PJ's and sleepers, 74 
bottles of baby wash and wipes.  These are all in 
addition to the gently used items you have donated.  
 
Thank you, Jesus, reminds us that each act of kind-
ness is also done to Him. In 2021, may Mission 
Central continue to bring Honor and Glory to our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Please consider volunteering 
this year.  
   
On a personal note, I would like to thank you for all 
your cards and prayers. I am half way thru chemo 
and doing well.  Your kindness has made this a 
God filled, peaceful journey.   
 
                    Artie Frederick, Volunteer/ Coordinator  
                                                          540-208-7669  
 
The facility is open to the public from 10:00 a.m. 
- 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
each month and also open on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday evenings from 5:00 p.m.  - 7:00 p.m.   

Harrisonburg District Mission Central    
Physical location: 1704 Smithland Road,  

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 
Mailing address:  Post Office Box 2026,  

Harrisonburg, VA  22801 

        Equipment for Caring  
          at Mission Central  
 
This month I am including some 
numbers  pertaining to Equipment 
for Caring. We remain open dur-
ing this time of COVID and hope 

we can continue to do this safely. Our 2020 year has 
been made possible with 15 volunteers who have 
given almost 500 hours of their time.  
 
Equipment continues to be needed in our communi-
ty and some of the things loaned out this past year 
include: 37 walkers, 15 rollators, 17 beds with mat-
tress and rails, 70 shower chairs, 22 wheelchairs, 10 
transport chairs, 31 bedside commodes, 17 com-
mode risers, 6 knee scooters,3 lift recliner chairs, 1 
motorized wheelchair, and 5 hoyer lifts. This is not 
an entire list but may give you an idea of how many 
people benefit from this mission. We have also giv-
en out disposables including sterile wound care sup-
plies, catheter supplies, colostomy supplies as well 
as over 276 bags of disposable incontinence sup-
plies. All of this is made possible through the gener-
ous donations of equipment, disposables and mone-
tary gifts from you and our community.  
 
With God's blessing and his grace, we continue to 
be open Mondays 9-11 AM and Thursdays 5-7 PM 
(unless Rockingham County schools are closed due 
to bad weather).  
 
Thank you for helping to make this mission possible 
and if you are interested in volunteering or helping in 
any way.   
                                                               Delores Reid  
                                                             540-338-6112 
 
Check us out on Facebook  
or our website. 
www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com 
www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries.  

http://www.missioncentralharrisonburgva.com
http://www.Harrisonburgdistrict.org/ministries


RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 
On Thursday, December 10, 2020, Gov. Ralph Northam issued Executive Order 72. Under this order, any 
gathering at a church, unless it is to provide essential services for low-income residents (e.g., food pantries, 
homeless ministries with persons being lodged at the church, etc.), is limited to 10 individuals. That means 
Sunday School, Youth Groups, Board of Trustees meetings, live nativities, etc.  Other groups that use the 
church building are also limited to 10 or fewer people. 
 
Be sure to read the latest update on the Technical Assistance Manual (TAM) - updated December 11, 2020. 

Technical Assistance Manual for Local Churches (PDF)   

 
The Mission & Ministry (M&M) Workgroup continues to meet regularly to review and consider revisions based 

on the feedback of United Methodists from all across Virginia. We are grateful for the perseverance of our 
churches and other ministries through this pandemic.    

Click here to take you to www.vaumc.org: Return to In-Person Worship page 
 

Click on each of the recently added information notices from the Mission and Ministry Workgroup links below 
to get the latest updates.   Copies of each of these three notices are also attached to this newsletter. 
           Ash Wednesday Instructions                                              Vacation Bible School Instructions 
                                  http://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/Nonworshipgatherings.pdf.  
 

DON’T FORGET PASTORS: GET PRIOR APPROVAL FROM THE DS BEFORE  
CONVENING WITH EITHER DRIVE-IN OR IN PERSON WORSHIP.   
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From Sue MacTavish, District Librarian February 2021 featured items: 

 
Ash Wednesday is February 17th so if you are going to have a Lenten Bible Study, it is time 
to get going!  Actually, any Bible study that is 6 or 7 sessions will work, but I thought I 
would highlight 4 studies that we have in the library at the District Office  
that were designed with a Lenten Study in mind.  

  
 1  - Journey to Transformation: 2020 Lenten Study by our own Bishop, Sharma D. Lew-

is.  Found in the Nurture/Spiritual Development section of the library (bottom shelf). This 
devotional study specifically written for Lent 2020 (so you will need to shift the dates) co-

vers the 6 weeks plus Sundays of Lent.  It offers a daily devotional reading, prayer, re-
flection and action steps.  Can be divided into a 6 or 7 week group or individual study.   
 
2 -  A Trail of Tears: Bible Study for Lent by Robert C Bankhead.  Found in the Bible/Bible 
Studies section of the library.  A 7-lesson Lenten study, through parallel Gospel passag-
es, traces the events of Jesus' final Journey into Jerusalem. 
 

3  - The Grace of Les Miserables by Matt Rawle.  Found in the Bible/Bible Studies sec-
tion of the library.  A 6-week Lenten study which explores the theme of grace, justice, pov-
erty revolution, love and hope and represented by a character in Hugo's story. 

 
4 - Surrounded by Grace: A Bible Study for Lent by Bill Thomas, found in the Bi-
ble/Bible Studies section of the library.  This is a 7- lesson Lenten study based on the Gospel of 
John.  Looks at Grace in a modern context. 
 

Stop by the District Office and “check out” the Library.  Please remember to check out library items 
by signing the book card in pocket with your name and church and date – you may keep as long as 

you need – but remember to return when finished so that others may borrow.  Thanks,  Sue  

 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-72-and-Order-of-Public-Health-Emergency-Nine-Common-Sense-Surge-Restrictions-Certain-Temporary-Restrictions-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/TAM.pdf
https://vaumc.org/return/
https://vaumc.org/ash-wednesday-resources-2021/
http://doc.vaumc.org/return/VacationBibleSchool2021.pdf
http://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/Nonworshipgatherings.pdf
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In light of on-going gathering restrictions, the Quadrennial Clergy Ethics Training,  “The 
Minister as Moral Theologian,” has been adapted into a series of asynchronous and syn-
chronous video sessions.   
  
Participants will register for the live training date that is most convenient and will com-
plete the asynchronous portions prior to attending that session. Clergy in districts where 
this training did not travel to, or clergy who were not able to attend a local training event, 
now have the opportunity to participate without the restriction of travel. If you were Li-
censed for Pastoral Ministry, or otherwise received your first appointment in Virginia, 
beginning July 1, 2017 - your participation in the Basic Ethics 101 and 102 courses ex-
empts you from this required training. You are most welcome and we encourage you to attend if you are able.  
  
Registration is open for the following live training dates. Four days prior to the live event, prerecorded video 
segments and resources will be emailed to you. This asynchronous work is required prior to attending the live training. 
 
                                         Zoom Live Training events begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude at 12:30 p.m. 
                                          Wednesday, February 10, 2021                  Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
                                          Thursday, March 11, 2021                           Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
                                          Wednesday, April 14, 2021                         Thursday, April 22, 2021 

 
Attendance is required only once a quadrennium.   

 
Details and registration are available from https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/269796  

              Are you sensing a call to Christian ministry? 
 
Randolph-Macon College is committed to nurturing young adults who are 
sensing a call to Christian vocation.  The A. Purnell Bailey Pre-Ministerial Program 
offers half-tuition during a student's freshmen/sophomore years and a full-
tuition during the junior/senior years, along with two internships in ministry 
settings.   

 
We hope to remove the financial obstacles from those who are seeking to follow God’s call and prayer for a 
life of ministry.  Application Deadline is February 8, 2021 Find out more and apply at: 

www/rmc.edu/academics/pre-ministerial. 

Watch Recorded Discussion    
           with Dr. Fauci  
   About COVID-19 Vaccine 
In partnership with the Common-
wealth of Virginia, the Virginia De-
partment of Health, and the VCU 
Massey Cancer Center, faith leaders 
and all Virginians were invited to a 
virtual discussion on the COVID-19 

vaccine with Dr. Anthony S. Fauci on Friday, January, 
8, 2021 as part of “Facts & Faith Friday." 
 
If you missed the event, you can view the recorded 
webinar at the link. If you want to skip ahead, Dr. 
Fauci begins his presentation at the 37th minute. 
As well, Bishop Lewis asks a question at the 1 
hour and 17-minute mark.  
 
Facts & Faith Friday's began in March 2020 as a 
weekly call led by Robert Winn, M.D., director of VCU 
Massey Cancer Center, with African American clergy 
in Virginia to address the disparate impact of COVID-
19 on the Black community. The call has evolved to 
address high rates of cancer and other health issues in 
diverse communities. 

Look Out for 'Bright Spots' Video Series 
 
'Bright Spots' is a video series that highlights where God is 
working in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. You can 
view the videos on the conference Facebook page or on the 
conference YouTube page. So far, the video has covered a 
church helping their members make their home sacred plac-
es, a 'Hope tree' that is an uplifting spot for the entire com-
munity, and a long-term care facility that just received its first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Email communcia-
tions@vaumc.org if you have a 'Bright Spot' we should fea-
ture. View the video series...  

The Virginia Conference 
has designated February 
as Heart Havens Month, 
one of six special offer-
ings throughout the 

year. There are seven Heart Havens homes across the Con-
ference, where men and women with a developmental disa-
bility are empowered to be full members of the body of Christ, 
and active participants in their communities. 
 
The theme for Heart Havens Month this year is "A Different 
Perspective." Heart Havens' goal is 100 monthly Heart Ha-
vens donors. Online donations can be made here https://
heart-havens.networkforgood.com/ and donors can choose 
monthly under the frequency drop down menu or click here to 
learn other ways to give. https://hearthavens.org/media/1462/
recurring-giving-flyer-form-2021.pdf 

Please view and share our annual Heart Havens  
Month video by clicking here:  
https://youtu.be/4cEfx0XyavQ 
Additional Heart Havens month resources are also 
available for download here: http://
www.hearthavens.org/resources/worship-resources/ 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/269796
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMjciLCIxMTRhMWE0YmI4YmYiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMjciLCI2YjkwM2E5ZTcwOWIiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMjciLCI3ZDlmZTFlOGIyZmQiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMjciLCJlMmJiOGU1YTI1NDgiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMjciLCJlMmJiOGU1YTI1NDgiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://vaumc.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIyNDg2IiwiMWljM3RyaWtvb2NrZ2t3d2N3MGM0OG9zNGswczQ0ZzgiLCIxMjciLCIzZjkzM2M4OGE1YzkiLGZhbHNlXQ
https://heart-havens.networkforgood.com/
https://heart-havens.networkforgood.com/
https://hearthavens.org/media/1462/recurring-giving-flyer-form-2021.pdf
https://hearthavens.org/media/1462/recurring-giving-flyer-form-2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/4cEfx0XyavQ
http://www.hearthavens.org/resources/worship-resources/
http://www.hearthavens.org/resources/worship-resources/
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New Video Series Curriculum Focuses on Race Relations 
 
This is a video series designed to engage clergy and laity in authentic conversations about race and reconcili-
ation. Learn more and access curriculum and videos at www.vaumc.org/racerelations.   
 
Videos available for viewing to date are:  

Video 1:  Old and New World Roots - Larry Jent 
Video 2: New World Slavery  - Judy Ledbetter 
Video 3:  Early Black Methodism -  Kim Young 

Video 4:  The Bible of Nat Turner  - Mark Person 
Video 5:  Civil War/Lost Cause -  Ben Campbell 

     Video 6: Jim Crow/ Women’s Suffrage -  Barbara Batson 
 
 On May 29, 2020, Bishop Sharma Lewis asked the question, “When do we as chil-
dren of God in the second largest annual conference in The United Methodist con-
nection decide to have the crucial conversations and examine our own experiential 
and inherited stories of race and racism?” The Race and Race Relations Subgroup 
of the Bishop’s Cabinet began work to help answer that question. 
 
The Virginia Roots, Race, and Discipleship curriculum is a first step to address rac-
ism in the Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. This series 
includes videos and interviews that acknowledge and document Virginia’s role in 
forming and continuing race prejudice and racial discrimination embedded in laws, 

customs, and institutions, including the church. 
 
This resource is a work in progress with six sessions currently with more to come 
in the next few months. The resource includes a participant’s guide, facilitator’s 
notes, a one-minute introductory video for each episode, and 12-14 videos when 
completed.  
 
The small group study encourages participants to listen, learn, and engage in 
healthy dialogue about history, race, and discipleship. The goal is for all clergy and 
laity to acknowledge racism as a sin and take action to dismantle racism in our 
families, houses of worship, our community, and the workplace. 

Virginia Conference Vision 
  
To be disciples of Jesus Christ who 
are lifelong learners who influence 

others to serve. 
 

— Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
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                       PPP LOAN INFORMATION 
The United Methodist Credit Union is proud to 
have helped hundreds of United Methodist 
churches and related organizations receive crit-
ical funding through the SBA's Paycheck Pro-
tection Program. So many churches and faith-
based organizations are struggling to keep their 
doors open and their ministries alive - and this 
program can help. TUMCU is ready to assist our members in securing 
these forgivable loans as quickly as possible. 
 
Because of the extended timeframe of the COVID-19 pandemic, the SBA 
is sponsoring another round of PPP funding, and TUMCU would like 
to assist as many ministries as we can. To this end, we have just 
opened the online portal to these new PPP funds and ask if you will 
make sure your trustee, finance committee member, pastor, or COM chair 
at your church knows about this offer.  Since some of the rules have 

changed since the first round of loans 
(including some eligibility chang-
es), please check out our PPP infor-
mation page. 

Hit “Ctrl” and Click on the RED icon above to take you to the Credit Union Website. 

https://www.harrisonburgdistrictumc.org/
http://www.vaumc.org/racerelations
https://www.tumcu.org/apply-for-a-ppp-loan/?utm_source=&utm_medium=&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=

